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CAMPUS  MINISTRY  OFFICE: 
The Campus Ministry Office is located in Our Lady Chapel.     
phone:   [440] 473-3560.    e-mail:  jbcsc@ix.netcom.com 

CLOSING  PRAYER: 

 

~ A Prayer for Blessing on One’s Work ~ 

O Lord, my God,  
Creator and Ruler of the universe,  

it is Your Will  
that human beings  

accept the duty of work.  
May the work I do  

bring growth in this life to me  
and those I love  

and help to extend the Kingdom of Christ.  
 

Give all persons work  
that draws them to You  

and to each other  
in cheerful service.  
I unite all my work  

with the Sacrifice of Jesus  
that it may be pleasing to You  

and give You glory.  
 

I beg Your Blessing  
upon all my efforts.  
With Saint Joseph  

as my example and guide,  
help me to do the work  

You have asked  
and come to the reward  

You have prepared.  
Amen 
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Our  Lady  Chapel 

Our Lady Chapel is a Roman Catholic community founded in the love of 
the Father, centered in Christ, and rooted in the Holy Cross tenets of 
building family and embracing diversity.  We are united in our journey 
of faith through prayer and sacrament, and we seek growth through 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit in liturgy and outreach, while responding 
to the needs of humanity. 
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FAITH EDUCATION — SEPTEMBER 20:  
It’s time to register for our Faith Education Program for this School Year, if you have 
not already done so.  Our first session will be held on Sunday, September 20th.  Our 
Sessions go from 8:45—9:45 AM, with the hope that our  children would then 
participate in our 10:00 AM Family Mass.  Register your family for classes by 
contacting Patty in the Chapel Office [[440-473-3560].  If you have any questions, please call Patty 
in the chapel office.  Thank you for taking care of this important responsibility 

BRINGING   UP  THE  OFFERTORY  GIFTS: 
Would you and your family or group like to bring up the gifts at the offertory at 
Mass?  In the past, our Council people have invited people to bring up the gifts, 
and we have found that many — if not most — of you like to be asked.  But in 
using this method, we may be leaving people out, especially if it is done as a 
“last minute item”.  So, we are posting a sign-up sheet on the Easel in the 
narthex of the chapel.  If you or your family or group would like to bring up the 
gifts on a certain Saturday or Sunday — or if you are open to doing this at any time — please call 
the chapel office [440-473-3560].  We look forward to opening this beautiful exper ience to all in our  
community. 

CHAPEL 20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION — SEPTEMBER 13: 
Our Lady Chapel opened at Gilmour Academy in September, 1995 — which means that it has 
been used by students, parents, alumni, and the community for nearly 20 years.   On Sunday, 
September 13th, we will be gathering to celebrate 20 years of God’s blessings.    Make your 
plans now to attend.   Bishop Roger Gries, O.S.B. will join us to offer a special Mass at 10 
AM.  Following Mass we’re going to have a brunch over  in the Athletic Center .   This is 
definitely something that you are not going to want to miss.    Sign-up sheets have been posted in the 
narthex of the chapel,  or call Patty in the chapel office [440-473-3560] to sign up.  If you would like 
to get involved in the planning and execution of our celebration, please call the chapel office and leave 
your contact information with Patty [440-473-3560].  Please call the chapel office if you have any 
questions.  Hope to see you there. 

LABOR  DAY: 
On Monday, September 7th, we take time to celebrate the final holiday of the 
summer — Labor Day.  Besides reflecting on summer , the holiday, by its very title, invites us to re-
flect upon the contributions that each person makes toward the building of the human family.  All of us 
are called by God to continue to participate in the work of creation.  Each of us, because of our baptism, is 
called to bring to life, through our talents and energies, to that small piece of God’s kingdom on earth.  
Mass will be celebrated at 9:30 AM on Monday, September 7th.   We would be honored if you and 
your family will join us. 

WHAT  ARE  WE  CREATING? 
Ours is a restless culture. Life has become excessively busy for a large portion of the population. Stress is 
almost built into our body clocks.   I am not a fast driver — probably slower than most.   But sometimes I 
find myself hurrying to get somewhere — switching lanes, passing traffic, going through yellow lights — 
when it occurs to me that the only thing putting pressure on me to rush is my own state of mind.  Our 
wants are constantly expanding, and our income usually lags behind.   More hours to work, more things to 
do, and more places to go create pressure.   Far from producing a sense of inner peace, this style of life 
nurtures a spiritual void.                                                                                  —Arthur Simon 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers 

      PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
 For Andy Sims who is preparing for spinal surgery. 

 For Michael Hughes [‘82], brother of Kevin [‘88] who is recovering from surgery. 

 For Bill Slattery [‘77] who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For John Burkey, uncle of Rachel Burkey, member of music ministry, who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Jack Sutter, who is undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer. 

 For Annie Trivassos who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Nicholas Zanella. 

 For Jan Botek, wife of Fred, mother of Fred [‘85], grandmother of  Matthew [‘14], Jonathan [‘17] and Daniel [‘21] 
Botek, who is undergoing treatment for dementia.   

 For Teddy Prusock, nephew of Lower School associate, Nina Prusock, who is undergoing neurological testing. 

 For Jimmy Vickers, father of Lower School teacher, Caroline Holtz, who is seriously ill. 

 For Phillip McNulty, nephew of Janet and Mike Heryak, cousin of Lillian [’09], Rosa [’12], and Edwin [’17] 
Heryak, who is recovering from surgery for Crohn's Disease.   

 For Susan Cangelosi, mother of Lou [‘09] and Marissa [‘12], who has been diagnosed with cancer. 

 For Brother James Gulnac, C.S.C.,  who is under hospice care for cancer. 

 For Kay Yunker, aunt of Mary Schmidt, great-aunt of Maggie [‘12] Schmidt who is under the care of hospice.  

CHILDREN’S  BULLETINS: 
Each week, we are making available a Children’s Worship Bulletin.    There are 
two editions:  [3-6]  and  [7-12].  They are available on the table as you leave.  
The Bulletin focuses on the readings for the week.  These are wonderful tools for your children to learn 
more about the scripture readings for the week.  We hope you will take them for your families or your   
grandchildren.  Thanks. 

ENVELOPES: 
 When you need a new supply of envelopes, please feel free to take a supply of them from the ta-

ble in the vestibule,  or call Father John at the Campus Ministry Office [473-3560].  

 When you use your envelope, please make sure that your number is on it.  If you need to know 
your number,  please call the Campus Ministry Office.  Thanks. 

ATTENDANCE: 
If you attend Mass regularly here at Our Lady Chapel, it would be helpful if you filled out a form [name, 
address, phone number, children, etc.] indicating this fact, if you have not already done so.  Such 
information not only helps us to know who is attending Our Lady Chapel;  it also is of great assistance to 
us in record keeping [for our friend, the IRS] of any contributions which you may make. 

WEEKLY  OFFERING: 
Baskets will be passed during the “Preparation Rite” and will be brought to the altar as part of the 
Offerings to help offset chapel daily operating expenses. When you choose to use the envelopes,  your 
donations to Our Lady Chapel will be acknowledged so that you have a record for the IRS.  
       Total Offerings:   Saturday 8/29/15] -------------------------------------- $ 267.00  
                    Total Offerings:   Sunday [8/23/15] ---------------------------------------- $ 809.00 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers. 

       PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
 For Brian Kadunc ['95] who is seriously ill following a heart attack.  

 For Rosie LaPerch who is undergoing medical testing. 

 For Drew Franco, son of Brian [‘90], nephew of Jeff [‘88] and Kristin [’94] Kirkpatrick, who is struggling with a 
seizure disorder. 

 For Michael Palumbo, father of Michael [‘14], Marisa [‘15], and Christian [‘17], who is undergoing medical 
treatment 

 For Todd Deranek, relative of Hayden [‘28] and Hadley [‘29] Bashein, who was seriously injured in an accident. 

 For Elaine Willey, sister of Father John, who is recovering from surgery. 

 For Norman Rose who is critically ill. 

 For Richard Commons, relative of Sister Mary Ann Mehling, who was seriously 
injured in a car accident. 

 For Maureen Kenner, aunt of Katherine [‘09] and David Hasler [‘13], who is 
undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Brother Donald Fleischhacker, C.S.C., who is seriously ill.  

 For Hadley Bashein [‘29], sister of Hayden [‘28] who is undergoing medical 
treatment. 

 For Monica Starks, mother of  Faith [‘20] and former Gilmour student, Monica 
Joy, who is undergoing treatment for kidney disease. 

 For Ron Salvador who is undergoing treatment for Parkinson’s disease. 

 For Colleen Lowman, grandmother of Rachel Burkey, member of music 
ministry, who is seriously ill. 

 For Dennis Kavran, father of Dennis [‘86] and Jennifer [‘95], grandfather of Adam [‘14] and Madeleine [‘16 
Miller, who is undergoing further treatment for cancer. 

 For Thomas Foss who is seriously ill with cancer. 

 For Donna Farkas who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Lexi Pappadakes, who is undergoing treatment for complications from surgery.. 

 For Rosemarie Lemieux who is ill. 

 For Robert Heltzel [’65], father of Jennifer [’91] and Kathleen [’93] Heltzel, who is undergoing medical treatment 

 For Mark Steffens, grandfather of Emily [’15] and Natalie [’18] Kirk, who is undergoing treatment for pancreatic 
and liver cancer.  

 For Matt Barry [‘13], brother of Tim [’12],  who continues treatment for cancer. 

 For Maria Ricci, friend of Linda McGraw, who is ill. 

 For Josh Rankin, son of Liz Peca Rankin [‘98] who is undergoing treatment for  Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy  

 For Jeff Warner, brother of Denise Calabrese, who is undergoing treatment resulting from a stroke and seizure. 

 For Janice Feenstra, sister of Lisa Habe, aunt of Jack [‘19] and Will [‘20] Habe who is undergoing treatment for 
cancer. 

 For Phylis McGinley, grandmother of Middle school Head of  School, Elizabeth Edmondson, great-grandmother of 
Mollie [‘21] and Abigail [‘23] Edmondson, who is seriously ill. 

 For Mary Kampman, mother of Mark [‘81], Matthew [‘85], Dean [‘86], and Douglas [‘88] who is undergoing 
treatment for cancer. 

 For Karen Wanders, mother of upper school Head of School, Jonathan Wanders, who continues in treatment and 
rehabilitation  

 For Betty Herten, aunt of Hope [‘13] and James [‘15] Herten, who is undergoing treatment for leukemia. 
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R.C.I.A  [Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults]: 
Our RCIA program will begin mid to end of September.   If you have been 
thinking about investigating the Catholic faith, or if you know someone who has 
been thinking about it;  if you have been away from the Catholic Church for a while,  
or are interested in learning more about the Catholic faith;  if you know someone 
who is not fully initiated [Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation] in their Catholic faith 
— then consider joining or having them join our RCIA program.  Please contact Father John [440-473-
3560] for more information. 

 

SCHEDULE  FOR  THE WEEK:  

 Sunday,  September 6: 
23rd Week in Ordinary Time      10:00 AM 

 

 Monday,  September 7: 
Labor Day 

       9:30 AM     

 Tuesday,  September 8: 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

                 NO  MASS  

 Wednesday,  September 9: 
St. Peter Claver 

       5:30 PM   [Eucharistic Chapel]  

 Thursday,  September 10:                  NO  MASS  

 Friday,  September 11:        5:30 PM   [Eucharistic Chapel]  

 Saturday,  September 12: 
24th Week in Ordinary Time        5:00 PM        

 

 Sunday,  September 13: 
24th Week in Ordinary Time      10:00 AM 

 

UPCOMING  CHAPEL  ACTIVITIES: 

 September 7 ------------- Labor Day Mass 9:30 AM 

 September 13 ------------ Our Lady Chapel 20th Anniversary Mass 
& Brunch 

10:00 AM 

 September 20 ------------ Faith Education Session #1 
EDGE  

8:45 AM - 9:45 AM 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 September 27 ------------ Faith Education Session #2 
LifeTeen  

8:45 AM - 9:45 AM 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  

 September 30 ------------ Parent Pre-Sacramental Information  
Meeting  [Lennon Board Room] 

6:30 PM—7:30 PM 

 October 4 ---------------- Faith Education Session #3 
EDGE  
Blessing of Animals 

8:45 AM - 9:45 AM 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:30 PM 
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REFLECTION  ON  THE  THEME  FOR  THE  WEEK: 
We are always moving — either forward or back;  we are never the same old self.   This is true 

physically as well as spiritually.   You are not the same person in the middle of the day as you were when 
you woke up in the morning — or last week or yesterday.  It is our belief that God’s grace accompanies us 
in and through these all of our growings or changings. 

God’s existence stays the same — of course.  But exactly how God meets us changes according to 
how His grace finds us.   Hopefully we are growing more deeply in trusting, forgiving, and in availability 
to God’s grace and God’s family.   Whether it be in our gathering at the Eucharistic Table or at our 
gathering around the family table, we enter into the many events of God’s particular urging, tugging, and 
comforting us in our growing up and branching out. 

If you could choose between blindness or deafness, which of the two would you rather not have?   
Impediments are literally those things which get in the way of the feet — the word “impediment” comes 
from the Latin word “pedes” meaning “foot”.   Freedom of movement is so 
important for us; being restricted is a terrible fear.   Both those who are visually 
impaired, as well as those who have hearing loss, seem to get along quite well 
so long as they have become free of their impairment and do not allow regret or 
anger to be even a greater impediment.  

The prophet Isaiah speaks to a people in exile [Isaiah 35:4-7].  Isaiah 
speaks words of hope — the images of the coming of the one who will rescue 
them are abundant.  So hopeful are these words that they plan a very important 
role in the Advent Season — that period of time in the Church when we await 
the coming of Jesus.  There are pools and rivers in the desert;  and even more 
amazing, there will be the return of sight to the blind and the ability to hear for 
those who have been deprived of that sense. 

The prophet Isaiah prefaces these signs of hope with words of great 
comfort for those in exile.   God is coming to save them — He will bring them out and bless them.   As 
they believe in these words, their faith will be responded to by God’s bringing them back to their land of 
faith where they will again hear and see the goodness of God. 

Mark’s Gospel [7:31-37] gives us a tender picture of Jesus’ healing a man from his impediment of 
hearing.   Throughout the Gospels, Jesus is constantly asking the people to listen to him.  And so the 
healing of this deaf person is a sober reminder of the fact that so often times we do not listen — we are 
deprived of hearing. The Pharisees are confronted openly about their eyes and ears being closed. 

The people who witness this miracle say that Jesus has done all things well — meaning that He has 
been fulfilling the dictates or expectations of the prophets very well.  The deaf hear and the mute now 
speak.  Their excitement moves them to begin proclaiming Jesus as the fulfillment of the Hebrew 
Scriptures.  Jesus tells the people not to spread the news of this happening throughout the region — not 
because he doesn’t want the story to get out, but rather because he wants others to have an encounter with 
Him.  Proclamation of the message of Jesus must lead to an encounter.  Otherwise, we are merely living 
“on the surface”.   

The Gospel writers use physical healings both to highlight the saving power of Jesus, and the need 
which we have for the more important interior healing. But this cannot happen if we are comfortable with 
where we are at.  For example, the faithful Jewish leaders had heard and received their religious heritage 
and desired others to hear it in their turn and live it as faithfully;  but they did not want to hear anything as 
new and radically different such as Jesus is offering.   Their traditions of purification were sacred to them 
and Jesus has been speaking to them of the inner-self purification which He offers.  They believe Him to 
be in violation of their sacred teachings and traditions.   Yet Jesus must be true to His own interior call to 
be the Christ — He heals one person from not being able to hear in hope that the Pharisees might be more 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers 

       FOR THE  DECEASED: 

 For Susan Chorich [birthday] 

 For Sister Myra Avsec, S.N.D. 

 For John Siskovic, Sr., father of John Siskovic [‘83], grandfather of Alex [‘17] and Jack [‘19] Siskovic 

 For Bobbie Heinz . 

 For Brother James Reddy, C.S.C.  

 For Nina Curran.  

 For  Father Roland Laurin, C.S.C.  

 For Joseph Benek 

 For Edward Janis, husband of Gilmour instructor, Gay Janis  [Anniversary] 

 For Kenneth Rich 

 For Kyle Baptiste 

 For Alexine Morgan, grandmother of Marcus Jordan [‘19] 

 For Sister Elaine Buynack, O.S.U.  

 For Sister Beatrice Schutz , C.S.C. 

 For John Hodgkinson  

 For Kristen Wingate. 

 For Shawn O’Reilly, brother-in-law of Computer Instructor, Rob Fowler. 

 For Donald Weaver. 

 For Robert Pratt, father of Chris [‘06]. 

        PRAYERS FOR OTHERS: 

 For an end to violence in our society. 

 For the families who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 

 For an end to human trafficking.. 

 For the unemployed. 

 For those who struggle with family relationships. 

 For a greater respect for human life, from the moment of conception until natural death. 

 For all caregivers. 

 For a special intention. 

 For all service men and women serving our country, and for their families. 

AMAZON.COM: 
Please remember that when you want to buy something from Amazon.com, you 
need to first go to www.ourladychapel.org and click on the Amazon logo at the 
bottom of the home page!  Because of this simple step — and at no cost to the 
purchaser — Our Lady Chapel receives a percentage of all purchases that are 
made from Amazon.com.  Ever since we have begun this program, we have consistently been receiving 
significant checks from Amazon that  are being credited to help pay for chapel expenses.  This affinity 
program remains in effect throughout the year, so we ask everyone to continue to remember to start your 
purchases at Amazon on the Our Lady Chapel home page!  Thank you. 

http://www.ourladychapel.org
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HOW  DO  YOU  CALL  JESUS? 
The “messianic secret” is a big thing in Mark’s gospel.   It particularly happens 
in the beginning of the Gospel — on eight different occasions throughout 
Mark’s first nine chapters, whenever one of Jesus’ fellow Jews addresses him 
with a messianic title, he consistently tells them: “Shut up!”   Jesus not only 
wants them to cease and desist using such titles — he even warns them against 
telling others that they suspect that he could be their longed-for Messiah. 

Mark’s Gospel for this 23rd Week in Ordinary Time is a good example — 
after curing the deaf and mute man: “Jesus ordered them not to tell anyone.   But the more he ordered 
them not to, the more they proclaimed it” [Mark 7:31-37]. 

Though some scholars originally thought this “secret stuff” was a device invented by Jesus’ earliest 
followers to defend their lack of understanding who he actually was —  “We knew, but he told us not to 
tell” — most modern experts believe it actually goes back to the historical Jesus.   

Why wouldn’t Jesus want people around him to know what Christians today presume he was?   
After all, Isaiah assures his listeners that when the Messiah eventually will come on earth to “vindicate” 
his people — “The eyes of the blind will be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then the lame will 
leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing” [Isaiah 35:4-7].   Jesus accomplishes two of these 
four his miracle of the man who is deaf and has a speech impediment. 

But as we all know, titles can be misleading.   [For example, it is clear to me personally that, after 
the sexual abuse scandal, the title “priest” could contain certain dimensions it didn’t have when I was first 
ordained.]   During the historical Jesus’ day and age, for instance, “Messiah” carried much more baggage 
than the concepts that Isaiah mentioned six centuries before.   Among other things, most early first 
century BCE Palestinian Jews believed their special savior would be a military figure, riding into 
Jerusalem one day on horseback to liberate them from the hated Roman occupation.  That seems to be 
why all the evangelists mention that on Palm Sunday Jesus comes into the city riding a donkey.   If Jesus 
accepted messianic titles, he would also be accepting the concepts those titles contained. 

In a very real sense, Jesus was telling his people that they had to develop a new concept of Messiah.   
They first had to understand who he was, then take it from there — not vice versa.   The late Raymond 
Brown once warned the priests of his diocese about criticizing the vast majority of Jews who never 
recognized — and still don’t recognize — Jesus as their Messiah. He said:  “That Messiah has yet to 
come;  Jesus of Nazareth certainly wasn’t the person they were expecting.” 

The author of James’ letter points out the dangers to the community when we relate to certain 
individuals as “poor” and others as “rich” [James 2:1-9].    Such titles stop us from recognizing that God 
chose both “to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.” 

Perhaps that’s why we also have to be careful about getting lost in the titles we have for Jesus.   The 
risen Jesus might be our God and Savior, but he is also someone unique in our lives — someone who goes 
beyond any title.  A good example of this is the fact that couples intimate with one another will, in public, 
call each by their proper names, or diminutives of them.   They might even refer to a husband or wife as 
“honey,” or “dear.”  But it is also safe to presume that in their special moments of intimacy they will 
address their spouses with titles they never employ in public — titles which express their unique love for 
one another. 

How do we refer to the risen Jesus when we intimately experience him in our daily lives?   If we just 
employ his formal “church” titles, we might not be intimate enough. 

—taken from the writings of Father Roger Karban, which appear on the internet  

     
 

LIVE  LIFE: 
 It is our choices that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities. 
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“open” to hear what’s new. 
We suspect the new and the different;  we resist having our own personal and communal ways 

tampered with or changed.  When we ask: “What’s new?”, we are really asking: “Is there anything which 
is going to interrupt my thoughts, feelings, and or actions?”  While writing this I am trying not to hear the 
doorbell and phones ringing.   I am hoping to hear somebody else will answer them — I want to get this 
finished; I have my plans which are very important.   I have my ways and I don’t want any intruder. 

C.S. Lewis once wrote that the most emphatic noise is the one we are trying not to hear.  Jesus says: 
“Be open”; I say: “Later”.   We all love hearing the words of Jesus when we think that He has a good idea 
to which we  can agree.  We all say: “later” with those things He says which I know are emphatic, 
important and intrusive.   We all need to hear the call to change;  we need to also wrestle with the “why” 
of why we don’t want to hear.   Being open to His words and ways means our being open to the attitudinal 
rearranging inside us and a changing of behaviors consequent to that rearranging. 

Ah, good somebody answered the phone! 
—taken from the writings of  Father Larry Gillick, S.J., which appear on the internet 

WORLD YOUTH DAY & KRAKOW, POLAND 2016: 
You can still get in on our pilgrimage to Poland for World Youth Day 2016.  
Deposits are now coming due.  We have placed initial phone and email messages 
to all who have expressed an interest.   We have a link to the presentation which 
Chris Dube from Dube Travel did for us, so that you will be able to get all the 
details of our pilgrimage.  Our pilgrimage to WYD will begin with our departure 
on Friday, July 22, 2016.   Monday, we will visit Auschwitz and the German concentration camps, and 
see the place where St. Maximillian Kobe was martyred.  We will then begin our trip to Krakow, stopping 
at Czestochowa — home to the monastery at Jasna Gora and the famous icon of the Black Madonna.  
During our stay in Krakow, we will journey to Wadowice — the home town of St. John Paul II, and visit 
the Church of the Divine Mercy and the Shrine of St. Faustina Kowalska.   We will be staying at a hotel 
located on the square in Krakow, within walking distance of almost all of the events of WYD.  

We will be attending catechetical sessions each morning, followed by evening cultural and spiritual 
events — daily Mass, the sacrament of reconciliation, adoration, and many other experiences.    Our group 
will officially welcome, celebrate mass, and take part in the Stations of the Cross with the Holy Father, 
Pope Francis.   

We will return to Cleveland on Monday, August 1, 2016.  Over 40 people have expressed an interest 

thus far in this pilgrimage.  The invitation remains open to Our Lady Chapel Families as well as all 
Gilmour Families.   Chaper ones must be at least 21 years old.  Children under  16 years of age will 
be required to be accompanied by a parent.   Please contact the chapel office — Father John or Patty at 
440-473-3560 to confirm your place on this life-changing pilgrimage 

ALTAR  SERVERS  and  LECTORS: 
We continue to be in need of servers and lectors.  Any student who is in the 3rd [and up] grade is 

invited to become an altar server;  any student who is in the 5th [and up] grade is 
invited to become a lector.  These are both wonder ful ministr ies — a great way to 
serve God and the faith community.  If you would like to take advantage of these 
opportunities, please give your name to Father John.  You do not have to attend Gilmour to be 

an altar server, lector, or to be involved in any other ministry at Our Lady Chapel.  Please call the chapel 
office [440-473-3560]. 

WISDOM: 
The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched.  They must be felt with 
the heart. 
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IT  ONLY  TAKES  ONE  WORD: 
The story is told of a four year old saying her night prayers.   She asked God to take care of mommy, 
daddy, and her cat.  Then she asked: “And now, God, what can I do for you?”   A question still hotly 
debated is: “how do we take care of the poor.”   Three billion people exist on $3 a day.   Over one half 
billion on $1 daily.   A quarter billion children work sometimes in dreadful conditions.   Five people will 
die from malaria in the time it takes you to read this article.   Do we help the poor and ill just by paying 
our taxes?   Or do we give at the office?   Or do we get our own hands dirty?   The answer to these 
questions is found in Mark’s Gospel [7:31-37].   Mark is the only Evangelist who tells us this sensitive 
story.  The Teacher had little over one year to live. The police were after Him. He and His people slipped 
north across the border into today’s Lebanon and yesterday’s Phoenicia.   He spent some time hiding out 
in the still existing cities of Tyre and Sidon.   He may have spent as many as eight months on the run.  

At some point, Jesus decides that it time to go back to Palestine — there was serious work to be 
done there.   But His route would be a tortured one.   He would slip into Palestine’s back door located east 
of the country.   This was the area of the Ten Cities or the Decapolis.   The Ten Cities had been founded 
by veteran Greek soldiers after the death of their legendary young 
leader, Alexander the Great.   The Teacher was well known among 
these people for at least one miracle [see Matthew 4] and very 
possibly many others.  The person — brought to the Nazarene 
presumably by his family — was deaf and had a speech 
impediment.   He could make incomprehensible sounds, but must 
have suffered greatly throughout his life from people ridiculing 
him.   Jesus at this point was surrounded by a huge mob of 
groupies and paparazzis — He was yesterday’s version of today’s 
rock star.   Everybody wanted a piece of Him.   Unhappily for 
them, there was only so much of Him to go around.   Mark tells us 
Jesus “took the man aside, away from the crowd.”   Why did Mark 
make such a point of all this?   The explanation that is most 
reasonable is that the Lord was anxious to spare this afflicted man 
any more embarrassment than necessary. The poor man had 
suffered from people taunting him far too long.  

Plus, Jesus was never interested in grandstanding for the 
crowds.   Taking the man aside also enabled Jesus to make the 
man feel special — at least once in his life someone was making a 
fuss over him.   And that is precisely the point.  Like Christ, we 
ourselves must get involved with the people who need us.   We 
must dirty our hands. Work at a soup kitchen will hurt none of us.   Pope Gregory the Great wrote: “Feed 
the hungry man.   If you don’t, you have killed him.”   St Peter Claver said: “We must speak to the needy 
with our hands before we speak with our lips.”   Also we must perform our kindness with the gentleness 
and consideration Jesus brought to this person.  The wonderful word here to the deaf man was of course 
the Aramaic “Ephphatha” — “Be opened.” 

This was the only word Jesus spoke in this Gospel.   Father Daniel Durken, OSB, has written a 
beautiful explanation of this term.   He feels we should make it part of our own vocabulary whenever we 
run into situations where people are uptight.   Specifically he says we should say “Ephphatha” to “the old 
who are closed to creativity and change, to all who have lost their sense of humor and turned sour and 
cynical, to co-workers so that they stay open to challenges and surprises, to ourselves so that we live with 
eyes open to God’s wonders, ears open to God’s wisdom, arms and hands open to hug and help and heal.   
What a wonder-word it is — “EPHPHATHA!” 
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Then it was as if I suddenly saw the secret beauty of their hearts, the depths of their hearts, where neither 
sin, nor desire, nor self-knowledge, can reach the core of their reality, the person that each one is in God’s 
eyes.   If only we could all see each other that way all the time!   There would be no more war, no more 
hatred, no more cruelty, no more greed. I suppose that the big problem would be that we would all fall 
down and worship each other.” 

To repent is let the great soul — the image and likeness of God — reign within us so that, like 
Merton on the corner of Fourth and Walnut, we are so overwhelmed with compassion that indeed we do 
turn and face in a completely new direction. 

—taken from the writings of Father Ronald Rolheiser, O.M.I., which appear on the internet 

 
 
 

HEARING  THE  CALL: 
Jesus leaves the district of Tyre, and by way of Sidon goes into the district of the Decapolis.   People beg him to cure 
a deaf man with a speech impediment.  Jesus puts his finger into the man’s ears, touches the man’s tongue with his 
spittle, looks up to heaven, groans, and heals the man, saying: “Ephphatha!” — “Be opened!” [Mark 7:31-37].    

Mark’s gospel is filled with false expectations, misunderstandings, and rejections of Jesus — not only among 
the people he encounters, but among his own disciples as well.   The disciples — even Peter — do not see and do not 
hear with complete faith, and they say things that indicate blindness and deafness to the identity and meaning of Je-
sus.   This characteristic of the gospel fits very well with the ancient tradition that Mark wrote his gospel in response 
to the experience of the church in Rome during the period around 70 AD.   Things were not working out as expected.  
The church by this time had been separated from the Jewish community; persecution had heightened under the emper-
or Nero; Peter and Paul had been executed; the expected return of the Risen Lord to destroy the power of Satan was 
not happening.  

Disappointed, people were leaving a church that was proclaiming a savior apparently powerless to overcome 
the evil they were experiencing.   Mark realizes that many Christians in that stressful experience did not see, did not 
hear, did not speak with the power of Christ — their faith was not Christian faith.   To address this situation desper-
ately in need of redemption, Mark wrote his gospel in such a way as to highlight the fact that even the first, eye-
witness disciples also had false expectations that Jesus did not meet . Mark’s narrative about the past proclaims the 
good news today that Jesus has the power to heal our deafness and our blindness so we can speak the truth about him 
and glorify God without impediment. 

The power of faith’s hearing and seeing enables us to realize that the only way to share Christ’s resurrection is 
through sharing Christ’s love — thereby following in his way of the cross.   It is only the power of love that conquers 
evil.    

Mark introduces the healing of the deaf man with the speech impediment by telling us that Jesus had left the 

district of Tyre and went by way of Sidon into the district of Decapolis.   Mark does not explain the odd itinerary — 
it would be like saying that Jesus went from Pittsburgh to Atlanta by way of Buffalo.  This happened because Mark 
wants to tie this miracle in with the story of the Gentile woman — who lived in the district of Tyre.  The woman’s 
faith was amazing.   Mark makes a point of reporting that Jesus, in admiration of her faith, did drive the demon out of 
the woman’s daughter, and immediately went into the district peopled by Gentiles.  

Jesus heard God speaking to him through the voice of the Gentile woman — that the ministry of divine love is 
to be extended not only to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles.  Now among the Gentiles Jesus hears the people who 
plead for the cure of the deaf man with a speech impediment.  He looks up to heaven —  seeing that all his healing 
power comes from God — and groaning with compassion he speaks the words of love: “Be opened.”  

Pray that we like faith we may have our ears and mouth opened to the power of his Spirit in the particular cir-
cumstances of our own lives.              —taken from the writings of Father Campion Gavaler, OSB, which appear on the internet. 
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BIBLICAL  METANOIA: 
“Repent and believe in the good news!”   These are the first words out of Jesus’ mouth in Mark’s gospel 
[1:15], and they are meant as a summary of the entire gospel.   But what do these words mean?  In 
English, the word “repent” is often misunderstood.   It seems to imply that we have already done 
something wrong, regret it, and now commit ourselves to live in a new way.  But repentance, understood 
in this way, means to live beyond a sinful past.   Biblically, however, this is not what is meant.   In the 
gospels, the particular word used for repentance is “metanoia” — which means to do an “about face”, to 
turn around, to face in an entirely new direction.   But what direction? 

Robert Barron — a young theologian out of Chicago — offered a simple, yet profound, 
understanding of this.   In his view, within each of us there are two souls — a little soul [“pusilla anima”], 
and a great soul [“magna anima”].   On any given day we tend to identify more with one or the other of 
these, and we are a very different person depending upon which soul is reigning within us. 

Thus, if I take my identity from my little soul I will inevitably feel bitter and angry.   It is here — in 
the “pusilla anima” — where I am petty, afraid, aware of my hurts, and constantly nursing the sense of 
having been cheated and short-changed.   In my little soul, I am paranoid and defensive.   When I relate to 
life through it, I am short-sighted, impatient, despairing, and constantly looking for compensation. 

But I also have within me a great soul.   When I let it reign, I become different person altogether.   I 
am relating out of my great soul at those moments when I am overwhelmed by compassion, when 
everyone is brother or sister to me, when I want to give of myself without concern of cost, when I am able 
to carry the tensions of life without a breakdown in my chastity, when I would willingly die for others, 
and when my arms and my heart would want nothing other than to embrace the whole world and everyone 
in it. 

All of us have had ample experience of both — identifying with the 
great soul and with the petty soul within us.   Sometimes we operate out 
of one; sometimes out of the other. 

When Jesus asks us to “repent” — to do “metanoia” — what he is 
asking is that we cease identifying ourselves with the little soul and 
instead begin to live out of our other soul — the “magna anima”.   The 
very etymology of the word “metanoia” implies this.   It takes its root in 
two Greek words: “meta” — beyond;  and “nous” — mind.   Literally, 
“metanoia” means to move beyond our present mindset, beyond our 
present way of seeing things. 

When one looks at the miracles of Jesus, it is interesting to see that 
so many of them are connected to opening up — or otherwise healing 
someone’s eyes, ears, or tongue.   These miracles, of course, always have more than a physical 
significance.   Eyes are opened in order to see more deeply and spiritually;  ears are opened in order to 
hear things more compassionately; and tongues are loosened in order to praise God more freely and to 
speak words of reconciliation and love to each other.   To put it metaphorically, what Jesus is doing in 
these miracles is attaching the eyes, ears, and tongue to the great soul so that what a person is now seeing, 
hearing, and speaking is not bitterness, hurt, and pettiness but rather compassion, gratitude, and praise. 

Many of us are familiar with a famous passage in Thomas Merton within which he describes a 
revelation he had one day while standing on the corner of Fourth and Walnut in Louisville.   Among 
complete strangers in the middle of a shopping district on a very ordinary day, Merton had the sense that 
his eyes, ears, and tongue were suddenly attached to a bigger soul — “I was suddenly overwhelmed with 
the realization that I loved all of those people, that they were mine, and I, theirs, that we could not be alien 
to one another even though we were total strangers.   It was like waking from a dream of separateness.  
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ENTERING  THE REIGN  OF  GOD: 
Jesus makes a long journey through Gentile territory — ending up in the district of the Decapolis, a group 
of ten Gentile cities [Mark 7:31-37].   People there, apparently aware of Jesus as a miracle worker [see 
Matthew 4], bring a deaf man with a speech impediment to him, begging Jesus to lay his hands on the 
man.    Jesus responds with a series of gestures — putting his finger in the man’s ears; spitting and 
touching his tongue; looking up to heaven and groaning; and saying: “Ephphatha!”— “Be open!”   
Immediately the man was cured — able to hear and speak plainly.  Astonished, the people proclaimed: 
“He has done all things well.  He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

This miracle story suggests that where God reigns, human beings hear the Word and proclaim 
it.   Christ has the power to cure our deafness, to sharpen our sense of hearing so we are more attuned to 
the whisperings of the Holy Spirit, who can communicate through all manner of created realities, nature, 
people and the longings of our own hearts.  Christ can also help us speak more clearly — to articulate our 
faith more effectively, to comfort the wounded more compassionately, to pray more authentically.  Christ 
continues to do all things well, enabling the deaf to hear and the mute to speak. 

This truth is exemplified in examples we recognize.   A loving wife has become more attuned to her 
husband’s need for her respect, and often tells him what a good father and husband he is.    A successful 
executive has become more aware of the cries of the poor and has increased her charitable giving.    A 
lifelong faithful Catholic has become more attentive to the various ways God speaks to him during 
Sunday Mass.   A busy mother, who spends about fifteen minutes a day reading from the New Testament, 
has become more open to a word from the Lord that will help her cope with the stresses of everyday 
life.    A typical climate change denier reads the encyclical of Pope Francis and has become more attuned 
to the suffering of Mother Earth. 

How has Christ healed your deafness?  How could you become a better hearer of the Word?  
—taken from the writings of Father Jim Bacik which appear on the internet 

PRAY  THE  ROSARY:     
Please join us as we pray the Rosary every Saturday at 4:25 PM in the Eucharistic 
Chapel.  In the words of Pope John Paul II: “The Rosary of the Virgin Mary is a 
prayer loved by countless Saints and encouraged by the Magisterium.  Simple yet 
profound, it still remains, at the dawn of the third millennium, a prayer of great 
significance.  It has the depth of the Gospel message in its entirety.  Through the 
Rosary, the faithful receive abundant grace, as though from the very hands of the Mother of the 
Redeemer.”   Please join us.  

EUCHARISTIC  MINISTERS: 
We are currently discerning a new group of Eucharistic Ministers who would undergo training 
within the next month.  If you feel that the Lord is calling you to this ministry, we would be 
delighted to include you in that ministry here at Our Lady Chapel.  Both adults and teens [must 
be going into Senior year of High School] are welcome to participate in this very special ministry.  We are 
need of ministers for both our Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses.  Contact Father John or the 
chapel office [440-473-3560] if you feel called to this ministry.   We are always in need of 
Eucharistic Ministers. 

Recalled the question that the little girl asked at the end of her prayer: “And now, God, what can I do 
for you?”    The answer to that question is easy — take care of His poor.   After all, Jesus leaves us no 
choice on the question.   But remember the monk who told us that while Jesus could perform His miracles 
in a flash, we must work at them more slowly. 

—taken from the writings of Father James Gilhooley, which appear on the internet. 



23rd Week in Ordinary Time  

8  

LABOR DAY STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN BISHOPS: 
Families have been receiving a lot of attention recently.  In his encyclical, Laudato Si, Pope Francis teaches that of 
all the groups that play a role in the welfare of society and help ensure respect for human dignity, “outstanding 
among them is the family, as the basic cell of society”  [#157].   Yet, scarcely a week goes by without a news story 
highlighting that fewer young adults are choosing to start families than ever before in America.   Not long ago, 
jobs, wages, and the economy were on everyone’s mind.   Unemployment, poverty, and foreclosures soared as 
Americans worried — rightly so — if we could ever recover.    

Even with some economic progress, things have not truly improved for most American families.   We must 
not resign ourselves to a “new normal” with an economy that does not provide stable work at a living wage for too 
many men and women.  The poverty rate remains painfully high.   The unemployment rate has declined, yet much 
of that is due to people simply giving up looking for a job — not because they have found full-time work.   The 
majority of jobs provide little in the way of sufficient wages, retirement benefits, stability, or family security, and 
too many families are stringing together part-time jobs to pay the bills.  Opportunities for younger workers are in 
serious decline. 

The continuing struggles of most families to make ends meet are on display 
before our eyes — both at home and abroad.  This Labor Day, we have a tremen-
dous opportunity to reflect on how dignified work with a living wage is critical to 
helping our families and our greater society thrive. 

Labor should allow the worker to develop and flourish as a person.  Work also 
must provide the means for families to prosper — “Work is a necessity, part of the 
meaning of life on this earth, a path to growth, human development and personal 
fulfilment” [LS, #128].  Work is meant to be for the sake of the family.    We do 
not undertake labor for its own sake, but as a way to grow toward lasting and mean-
ingful realities in our lives and communities.   Parents are called to be providers and 
educators to their children, passing down essential values and creating a home envi-
ronment in which all members of the family can be fully present to one another and 
grow.   Dignity-filled work and the fruits of that labor nourish families, communities, and the common good. 

Is there any question that families in America are struggling today?   Too many marriages bear the crushing 
weight of unpredictable schedules from multiple jobs which make impossible adequate time for nurturing children, 
faith, and community.  Wage stagnation has increased pressures on families as the costs of food, housing, transpor-
tation, and education continue to pile up.  Couples intentionally delay marriage as unemployment and substandard 
work make a vison of stable family life difficult to see. 

Is there any question that too many children feel the tragic pangs of hunger and poverty commonplace in a 
society that seems willing to accept these things as routine and the cost of doing business?   Millions of children 
live in or near poverty in this country.   Many of them are latch key kids, returning to empty homes every day as 
their working parents struggle to make ends meet.  

Pope Francis continues to rouse our consciences and challenge us to live more thoroughly Catholic 
lives.  Laudato Si is, in large part, about something called “integral ecology” — an idea that our care for and rela-
tionships with one another deeply impact our care for the environment, and vice-versa.   The Pope writes exten-
sively about the importance of work in that context — “we were created with a vocation to work” [#128], and “the 
analysis of environmental problems cannot be separated from the analysis of human, family, work-related and ur-
ban contexts, nor from how individuals relate to themselves, which leads in turn to how they relate to others” [# 
141].   Reminding us that “called into being by one Father, all of us are linked by unseen bonds and together form 
a kind of universal family, a sublime communion which fills us with a sacred, affectionate and humble respect,”  
Pope Francis calls for a “sense of fraternity that excludes nothing and no one” [#89-92]. 

Labor is one important way in which we honor our brothers and sisters in God’s universal human family.   In 
the creation story, God gives us labor as a gateway into participation with Him in the ongoing unfolding of crea-
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because we enjoy a deeper and fuller union with God.   We need to be open to this truth in our lives.  We 
cannot allow ourselves to fall into the despair of the godless elements of the world.   And we need to open 
our mouths and let people know that with Jesus Christ, death is not an end — it is a beginning.   The 
present is ours.  God has given us the ability to enrich the world with His Kingdom.   People go to the 
mission lands to help others recognize the hand of God in their lives.   They return realizing how much 
God is loved among the poorest of people.    

Politicians speak about the wonderful future they will provide if they are elected.   The only truly 
wonderful future is that future which is centered on God. We can provide this future for our 
children.   The future is given to us. We just need to keep our ears open to the ways we can allow God’s 
wonders into the world, and we need to call people to be part of the reconstruction of the world according 
to God’s plan.   When Jesus opened the deaf man’s ears, and when He helped the man speak clearly, He 
performed miracles.   When we are open to hear the Good News of God’s gifts, and when we proclaim to 
the world the wonders of our Creator, people will come to a deeper realization of their infinite worth, the 
beauty of their lives, and their capacity to be united to God now and forever.   This is the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.   And it is miraculous.       —taken from the writings of Father Joseph Pellegrino which appear on the internet 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

Monday: Colossians 1:24-2:3,  Luke 6:6-11 

Tuesday: Micah 5:1-4,  Romans 8:28-30,  Matthew 1-23 

Wednesday: Colossians 3:1-11,  Luke 6:20-26 

Thursday: Colossians 3:12-17,  Luke 6:27-38 

Friday: 1 Timothy 1:1-14,  Luke 6:39-42 

Saturday: 1 Timothy 1:15-17,  Luke 6:43-49 

 Isaiah 50:5-9,  James 2:14-18,  Mark 8:27-35     24th Week in Ordinary Time:  

CLEAN OUT THOSE CLOSETS AND SERVE OTHERS: 
School is beginning — another time to once again clean out the closets.  
Clothing that no longer fits, or has been replaced by new items, can become 
great items for others.  Always remember the words of Jesus: “The poor you 
shall always have with you” [Matthew 26:11].  Please continue to bring your 
gently used men’s, women’s and children’s clothing to the Lennon Board 
Room, or place it in the cedar chest which is located in the Chapel narthex  [just press the key button to 
open the chest].  We partner with Fatima Center to help provide clothing for general use.  Also, business 
work clothing for this season is especially needed.  The Fatima Center helps men and women 
prepare for job interviews.   If you have some of these items, this would be a good time to send them 
along.  Clothing for all seasons is accepted, but please try to keep in mind that storage facilities are 
limited at Fatima — so it would help if you could focus on summer and fall items at this time.  You may 
pick up a tax form when you drop off the clothing here at Our Lady Chapel — there are forms in the cedar 
chest. Clothing may be brought on the weekend, or during the week.   Thank you.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Patty in the chapel office [440-473-3560]. 
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LISTEN AND PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS: 
Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears, and he spat and touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven, he 
sighed, and said to him: “Ephphatha,” — “Be opened.”   And the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly [Mark 7:31-37].   This was a sign of the Messiah.   A long time before this 
event took place, Isaiah had prophesized that the eyes of the blind would be opened, the ears of the deaf be 
cleared, the lame would leap like a stag and the tongue of the mute would sing [Isaiah 35:4-7].   The 
people realized that Jesus was performing these signs.   With a joy beyond comprehension, they realized 
that the Messiah was among them.   People are looking for hope; they are looking for joy; they are looking 
for some good news.  

There is an abundance of bad news out there.  We don’t need to itemize all the areas of concern in 
the world.   There are plenty of people who tell us what is wrong with the country and the world — 
ignoring the fact that they are themselves part of the problem.   It is easy for us to join in with the 
negativity.   If we have a pessimistic attitude towards life, we will miss the wonders of the Lord all around 
us.    

St. Paul reminded the Church in Corinth that everything 
belongs to the faithful Christian — the world, life, death, the 
present and the future.   All belongs to us, and we belong to 
Christ, and Christ belongs to God [1 Corinthians 3:22].   The 
world belongs to us.   Everything that God created reflects Him.  
St. Augustine called this the “analogy of being.”   He said that if 
we consider the beauty, goodness, and truth of everything that 
the Lord made, we would have a finite reflection of His Divinity.  
Think about this.   Think about all the beauty that surrounds us 
as we move about from one place to another;  think of all the 
places you have travelled to or passed through.  Have you ever taken “back roads” to get to someplace 
because of the beauty of the trip? 

The world really is beautiful.  And it is given to us.  We can look at sunsets and say: “Good job, 
God.”   We can look at the flowers and wonder how beautiful our God is.   We can look at the birds and 
other animals and wonder at our Creator.   And all this is given to us.   And yes we can — and sadly often 
do — pervert His creation by using it in a selfish way, in a way where His hand is not recognized.   But, 
when we don’t misuse his creation, we come to a deeper appreciation of His gifts.  

Consider physical love. Yes, we can pervert this through selfishness.   That is the basis of the sex 
industry.   But when we put God in the center of physical love — His love, His sacrificial love — then sex 
becomes marital love, and is one His many gifts.   We need to open our ears to hear the Good News, and 
to open our mouths and proclaim to others that all that God has given us is good as long as we keep Him 
in its center.   Life belongs to us.   When we hold a baby, we are in wonder at this new life.   All good 
parents will do anything for this new life.   They begin caring for their child as soon as they know their 
child is coming.   From pre-natal care to helping their adult children settle down in their own lives, good 
parents love with God’s love — sacrificial love.   When the Lord is removed from the consideration of 
life, then people misuse the gift of life, destroying it.   But when people recognize the gift of life as 
coming from the Creator, then their own lives are enriched by their participation in creation.   People need 
to hear this.   We need to hear this.   Life is beautiful.   We need to open our ears, hear the Good News and 
then proclaim to others that God’s image and likeness is found in every human being from womb to tomb, 
here in our country and wherever people are found throughout the world.  

And death is given to us.   How is that a gift?   People who do not believe in the Lord of Life view 
death as an final end to existence.   But we have hope.   Death is a transition from one state of living as 
God’s people to another state of living as his people.  This second state of being is far superior to the first 
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tion.   Human labor, at its best, is a deeply holy thing that ought to honor our dignity as we help God 
“maintain the fabric of the world” [#124m citing Sirach 38:34]. 

This Labor Day, the violation of human dignity is evident in exploited workers, trafficked women 
and children, and a broken immigration system that fails people and families desperate for decent work 
and a better life.   We participate in this wounding of human dignity through choices about the clothes we 
wear, the food we eat, and the things we buy — most of which is unaffordable to the very workers who 
make it.   Do we give a thought to this truth, that for our wants to be met, economic realities are created 
that cause others to live in ways that we ourselves would not?   How can we advance God’s work — in 
the words of the Psalmist — as he “secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry, and sets 
captives free” [Psalm 146:7]?   These are difficult questions to ask, yet we must ask them. 

We share one common home as part of a larger, single family, so the dignity of workers, the stability 
of families, and the health of communities are all intertwined.   The path to a renewed society is built on 
authentic solidarity and rooted in faith.   It rejects the individualism and materialism that make us indiffer-
ent to suffering and closed to the possibility of encounter. 

Individual reflection and action is critical.   We are in need of a profound conversion of heart at all 
levels of our lives.   Let us examine our choices, and demand for ourselves and one another spirits of grat-
itude, authentic relationship, and true concern.   Pope Francis reminds us that “Saint Therese of Lisieux 
invites us to practice the little way of love — not to miss out on a kind word, a smile, or any small gesture 
which sows peace and friendship — and break with the logic of violence, exploitation, and selfish-
ness” [#230].   The changes we make to how we live and interact with each other can help change the 
world. 

Yet individual effort should not stand alone.   Our faith — calling to love one another — impels us 
to share that vision of charity and justice with others, and to go forth and encounter those at the margins.   
Through collective action and movements, we have to recommit ourselves to our brothers and sisters 
around the world in the human family, and build systems and structures that nurture family formation and 
stability in our own homes and neighborhoods.   Sufficient decent work that honors dignity and families is 
a necessary component of the task before us, and it is the Catholic way. 

In demanding a living wage for workers we give hope to those struggling to provide for their fami-
lies, as well as young workers who hope to have families of their own someday.   Unions and worker as-
sociations — as with all human institutions — are imperfect; yet they remain indispensable to this work, 
and they can exemplify the importance of subsidiarity and solidarity in action. 

This Labor Day and always, let us pray, reflect, and act, seeking to restore our work and relation-
ships to the honored place God has ordained for them. 

—Archbishop Thomas Wenski [Miami], Chairman of the Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development, USCCB. 

SERVING  THE  LORD  IN  THE  POOR: 
For the past year, our teens have been volunteering at Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Food Pantry [located r ight across the street from the chapel].  The Pantry is 
open on the third Saturday of every month from 11:00 AM – 1:30 or 2:00 PM.   Our  
Savior Lutheran’s Food Pantry was formed to serve those in emergency situations and/or with on-going 
need in the cities of Mayfield Heights, Mayfield Village, Highland Heights and Gates Mills.  The Food 
Pantry respects social and cultural diversity and upholds the worth and dignity of those it serves.   All 
those in the area with need will be served equally, as supplies allow.  The food pantry is a member of the 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank.  During the course of the past year, the food pantry at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church served an average of 141 households each time.   Our teens have loved this ministry and have 
been very faithful to it.  We would now like to open this ministry up to our entire Chapel Community.  If 
you would like to help on any given third Saturday, please call Patty at the chapel office [440-473-
3560] to let us know that you are going to volunteer, or email Elina Gurney at 
gurney.oh@gmail.com.   Come as a family or  by yourself .   
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MODERN-DAY  SAINTHOOD: 
I always wanted to be a doctor when I “grew up” — quotations because “growing up” is probably never 
going to happen!   And I’ve heard this phrase a thousand times — “Want to make God laugh?   Tell Him 
your plans.”   So, who knows how my quest will end up — or any of our quests, for that matter. 

But sometimes I wonder — would a saint do this?   Heck, would a saint do 99% of the stuff I do?   
Seems unlikely.  I don’t know of many rapping saints, nor saints who spent their summers trying to learn 
how to skateboard.   I don’t know saints who watched Netflix, or who talked to their dachshund like she’s 
a human — maybe St. Francis? 

All this makes me wonder — should I change my approach?   Should I leave home with nothing but 
the clothes off my back?   Should I enter religious life or write theological texts or become a hermit??   
That’s what saints do — right? 

Eh — not exactly. 
Yes, saints have done all of that.  They have left home, given up all they have, becomes nuns, 

theologians, hermits, and more.  But none of these things are “prerequisites” to sainthood.   The truth is 
that there is no such thing as a “cookie-cutter saint.” 

Each person has a unique path to sainthood.  There is no mold.  There is no yellow-brick road to 
follow.  There is only you and God’s distinct plan for your life.  The only prerequisite you must meet is 
love for the Lord.  Aside from that, you may go where you please — as long as you take Him with you on 
the journey.  God wants you to be a saint; but He also wants you to be you. 

Look at St. Joseph.  He was a carpenter, a father, and a man with zero direct quotes in the Bible.   
And yet he serves as an exemplary model of holiness because of the dignity he brought to his work — 
however “insignificant” it may have seemed. 

In fact, there are saints in all fields.   Some saints gave up all they had to follow God in drastic acts 
of holiness.   Some died heroic deaths, wrote incredible works, or changed the 
course of history.   But others — though equally committed — served as 
unsung heroes, as “ordinary” mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, teachers, and 
more.   In fact, so many have slipped under the radar and have yet to be 
recognized by the Church as canonized Saints. 

The point is that God is calling us to sanctity wherever we are, doing 
whatever we love.  God doesn’t ask us to glorify Him despite our unique 
interests, but through them, whatever they may be. 

This means that I don’t have to worry about whether being a doctor is 
“saintly” enough. 

Through the way we interact with those around us, we can share His 
love. Through our understanding of the complexities of the human body, we 
can witness the beauty of God’s creation.   And through the work that we do each day, we can learn how 
to love people at their weakest as Jesus did, and uphold the inalienable dignity they possess. 

And the same can be said for wherever God is calling you, be it a career or a hobby. 
Whether you’re an athlete, a musician, an artist, a clerk, a mechanic, a teacher, a lawyer, a member 

of the military, or a youth minister — the list could go on for pages — God wants to use you.   And He 
wants to use your interests and passions for His glory.   In fact, perhaps He is calling you to be a sister, a 
priest, a theologian, or a hermit.   But even if He is not, you have the chance to be a saint in your daily 
decisions to live for Christ — whatever that may look like. 

In the words of Mother Teresa: “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with 
great love.”   God needs your talents, your passions, and your enthusiasm.   He needs you to be the saint 
that only you can be. 

Don’t fall victim to the myth of the cookie-cutter saints.   There are no boxes to check on the quest 
to heaven except one: Love God — and to quote St. Augustine: “then do as you please”.    Choose to 
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LIFE  TEEN: 
Our next meeting of LifeTeen is on Sunday, September 20th, when we gather to 
discuss the Pope and Pope Francis’ visit to the United States.   Come and try us out.  Life 
Teen meets right after Sunday Mass — from 11:30 AM—1:00 PM in the Lennon Board 
Room.  Life Teen is open to all high school aged young people.  Just call the office 
and let us know that you are going to be coming.  We ask you to do this because there will be food 
involved.   We have a great deal of fun together and we grow in our faith at the same time.  Respond to 
your texts and/or emails, or  call the chapel office [440-473-3560] to be notified.   Please continue to 
remember all our teens and young people in your prayers.  Also please join us in our celebration of the 
20th anniversary of Our Lady Chapel on Sunday, September 13th. 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  YOUTH  GROUP  —  THE  EDGE: 
Our next meeting of LifeTeen is on Sunday, September 20th, when we gather to discuss 
the Pope and Pope Francis’ visit to the United States.   Come and try us out.  Life Teen 
meets right after Sunday Mass Come and find out what the EDGE is all about.  If you have 
not joined us before, that’s OK.  Just call the office and let us know that you are going to be 
coming.  We ask you to do this because there will be food involved.   Our EDGE Youth Group has a 
Faith-Service-Social component, and we look forward to your participation.  Join in on an exciting 
happening.  Call the Chapel Office at 440-473-3560.   Join us for  a fun filled faith exper ience.  All are 
welcome.    Also please join us in our celebration of the 20th anniversary of Our Lady Chapel on Sunday, 
September 13th. 

model Christ through the circumstances God has put in place in your life, and the gifts and talents you 
devote time to each day.    

God doesn’t want you to ditch your love for rapping, or skateboarding, or dancing, or whatever it is 
that brings you joy.   He wants to use it.  He wants to use what you love to glorify Him.  And in the 
process, think of the testimony you share through the simple example of Christ-like normalcy.   Your 
regular acts can speak volumes when done with extraordinary love. 

Our world is in desperate need of saints who understand what it’s like to be a Christian in modern 
times.   We need saints who watch Netflix, who use emoji’s, who jam out to Taylor Swift in the car, and 
more.   Whatever you have, God is more than willing to use — and to multiply. 

The Church and the world, needs you — saints today.   Show them what you’ve got.  
—written by Faith Noah, an associate of the Bible Geek 

DRESSES  FOR  HONDURAS: 
One of the nurses in our Gilmour Clinic is involved in a dressmaking project for the children 
of Honduras.    They have devised a method of making sundresses out of common 
pillowcases, and then adorning them with other items for decoration.    And that is where 
you come in.   If you have any old buttons, ribbon, ric-rac, lace or other sewing trim, 
please bring them in.    The group would like to collect these items to help decorate the 
dresses they are working on.    This is an on-going project;  the dresses will be sent to Honduras every 
time there is a mission trip.  The next trip is scheduled for March of 2016.    There is a basket in the 
narthex of the Chapel to collect any donations you may have.     Thank you for  your  help! 

A  PRAYER: 
God of hope, we give you thanks this day for the many blessings you have given to us.  Our hearts are so 
open and full of your love for us.  As we live the events of our everyday lives, may we share the 
abundance of your love with those we encounter. Amen. 


