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CAMPUS  MINISTRY  OFFICE: 
The Campus Ministry Office is located in Our Lady Chapel.     
phone:   [440] 473-3560.    e-mail:  jbcsc@ix.netcom.com 

CLOSING  PRAYER: 

 

~  A Prayer of a Courageous Heart ~  

O Lord,  
Grant to me  
the royalty  

of inward happiness, 
And the serenity 

Which comes from living  
close to you. 

 
Daily renew in me 

a sense of joy, 
And let your holy Spirit 

Dwell in my soul and body — 
Filling every corner of my heart 

With light  
and grace. 

 
May I be filled with courage. 

May I be a diffuser of life, 
And may I meet all ills  

With a spirit of hope and promise,  
Giving you thanks always 

For all things. 
Amen. 
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Our  Lady  Chapel 

Our Lady Chapel is a Roman Catholic community founded in the love of 
the Father, centered in Christ, and rooted in the Holy Cross tenets of 
building family and embracing diversity.  We are united in our journey 
of faith through prayer and sacrament, and we seek growth through 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit in liturgy and outreach, while responding 
to the needs of humanity. 

mailto:fatherjohn@ourladychapel.org
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PLANTING  SEEDS  OF  HOPE  AND  GOODNESS  CONTINUES: 
Once again this year, we are going to undertake our Planting Seeds of Hope and Goodness 
school supply program.  Our  Lady Chapel is working to assist the needy children of St. 
Adalbert’s Parish.   Come join us as we work together  to help these children get  the 
next school year off to a good start come this Fall.  While Fall seems to be a long ways off, 
we need to begin this project now — even as the summer months provide challenges of their 
own to each of us.   

The following is a list of school supplies that need adopting to help with this effort — Facial tissue 
boxes; hand sanitizer;  hand soap; pocket plastic folders; Clorox wipes; white chalk; No.2-pencils; 
paper towels; large pink pencil erasers; black ink pens; notebook paper; crayons-jumbo 8 pack; 
pencil pouches; single subject notebooks [any and all quantities of these supplies are welcome!].   

Here is how you can be a part of this outreach.  Simply shop for items on the list.  Kindly return the 
items between now and August 7th to Our Lady Chapel.   If you do not have time to shop, simply place 
an envelope in the collection basket and mark it “St. Adalbert’s”  or drop it off in the chapel office.   
“Come Grow with us” — as together, we work and plant our seeds of hope and goodness to this 
community.   Thank you in advance for your generosity and helping the children of St. Adalberts!  
Contact Patty in the Chapel Office [440-473-3560] if you have any questions. 

COME  TO  THE  FEST: 
The FEST 2016 is three weeks away! Join us for our 15th Annual Catholic Family 
FESTival on Sunday, August 7th from noon until 10:00 PM as we br ing together  
39,000+ from across our region for a day of faith, family, and fun – and it’s FREE. 
Come and hear the best of the best of the national Christian artists: Newsboys, Michael 
W. Smith, Matthew West and Lauren Daigle.  The day also includes dynamic 
activities for all ages, opportunities for prayer and reflection, a large outdoor Mass 
followed by fireworks and more. We need your help to make this amazing day possible — please consider 
donating two hours of your time by volunteering for The FEST. Volunteers get a FREE t-shirt and are 
essential to making this event possible. For more information, or to register to help, go to 
www.theFEST.us.  TOGETHER we can make this a great day for thousands from across our region!  

CALLING  ALL  LIFE TEEN  AND  EDGE  MEMBERS: 
Our annual trip to Cedar Point is this Tuesday, August 9th.   Tickets are 
$42.   You may pay in cash, or make your check payable to Our Lady 
Chapel.  We will leave Gilmour at 8:00 AM and return to Gilmour at 10:30 
PM.    This is going to be a great day of fun and celebration.   Please feel free to br ing a fr iend.   
Parents of students attending are also welcome to come along.  We will form a “parent group”.  Sign up 
on the easel in the Narthex of the Chapel or call Patty or Father John in the chapel office [440-473-
3560] to order your tickets.  See Father  John or  Patty if you have any questions. 

CHAPEL  PICNIC — THANK YOU: 
A special note of thanks to all who assisted with the Chapel Picnic.  It was a wonderful time, 
enjoyed by over 160 of our chapel members and families.  Special thanks to Mary and Kai 
Schmidt; Chris Bowman; Janet and Mike Heryak; Michael Hughes; Charlene and Dennis 
Kavran; Sue Leonor; Jim Callam and the staff of Winking Lizard; Patty Szaniszlo; Matt, Dale, 
and Adam from our Maintenance Staff; Michelle from AVI; Matt Fafrak; Elina and Joe Gurney; Aretha 
and Carlton Smith from Housekeeping, and  Paul Prmeau.   Sunday, February 26, 2017 is the date for our 
Chapel Indoor Picnic, and Sunday, July 9, 2017 is the date for our Summer Outdoor Picnic.  Mark 
Your calendars.   Hope to see you there. 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers 

      PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
 For Cheryl Kazel, sister of Daniel [‘86] and Gilmour counselor, Jamie, who is undergoing treatment for cancer..  

 For Mary Burkey, grandmother of chapel musician, Rachel Burkey, who is recovering from a heart attack. 

 For Romano Bruno, great uncle of Richard Jones [’20] who is critically ill. 

 For Nathan Breitsch, grand-nephew of Brother Ken Kane, C.S.C., who injured his back in a fall. 

 For Justin Tarr who is critically ill with brain cancer. 

 For Bill Slattery [‘77] who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For John Burkey, uncle of religion instructor, Rachel Burkey, who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Annie Trivassos who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Nicholas Zanella, who is undergoing medical treatment 

 For Jan Botek, wife of Fred, mother of Fred [‘85], grandmother of  Matthew [‘14], Jonathan [‘17] and Daniel [‘21] 
Botek, who is undergoing treatment for dementia.   

 For Teddy Prusock, nephew of Lower School associate, Nina Prusock, who is undergoing neurological testing. 

 For Jay Cusick who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

EUCHARISTIC  MINISTERS: 
We are currently discerning a new group of Eucharistic Ministers who would undergo training 
within the next month.  If you feel that the Lord is calling you to this ministry, we would be 
delighted to include you in that ministry here at Our Lady Chapel.  Both adults and teens [must 
be going into Senior year of High School] are welcome to participate in this very special ministry.  We are 
need of ministers for both our Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses.  Contact Father John or the 
chapel office [440-473-3560] if you feel called to this ministry.   We are always in need of 
Eucharistic Ministers. 

ENVELOPES: 
 When you need a new supply of envelopes, please feel free to take a supply of them from the ta-

ble in the vestibule,  or call Father John at the Campus Ministry Office [473-3560].  

 When you use your envelope, please make sure that your number is on it.  If you need to know 
your number,  please call the Campus Ministry Office.  Thanks. 

ATTENDANCE: 
If you attend Mass regularly here at Our Lady Chapel, it would be helpful if you filled out a form [name, 
address, phone number, children, etc.] indicating this fact, if you have not already done so.  Such 
information not only helps us to know who is attending Our Lady Chapel;  it also is of great assistance to 
us in record keeping [for our friend, the IRS] of any contributions which you may make. 

WEEKLY  OFFERING: 
Baskets will be passed during the “Preparation Rite” and will be brought to the altar as part of the 
Offerings to help offset chapel daily operating expenses. When you choose to use the envelopes,  your 
donations to Our Lady Chapel will be acknowledged so that you have a record for the IRS.  
      Total Offerings:   Saturday [7/16/16] ---------------------------------------- $ 2,194.00 
      Total Offerings:   Sunday [7/17/16] -------------------------------------------- $ 951.00 

http://www.thefest.us/performers/
http://www.thefest.us/performers/
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers. 

       PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
 For Halle Markel [‘14], sister of Hannah [‘16] who is recovering from surgery. 

 For Mary Shea, mother of LS teacher, Theresa Stark, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

 For Father Dan Begin, pastor of St. Mary [Bedford] who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Janice Treer who is undergoing treatment for a heart condition and kidney failure 

 For Ali Priest, who is undergoing treatment for complications to MS. 

 For Brother Robert Brown, C.S.C., who is undergoing treatment for dementia. 

 For Beth Call, cousin of Sylvia [‘18] and Stephanie [‘20] Leonor, who has been diagnosed with Lymphoma. 

 For Brian Bielak, son of former Gilmour teacher and coach, David Bielak, who 

is undergoing medical testing. 

 For Rose Oehlstrom , who is recovering from surgery. 

 For Kaitlyn Wene, teen-age daughter of former Kitchen Associate, Stephanie 
Toma, who is undergoing treatment for meningitis.  

 For Robert Vandall who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Brother Romard Barthel, C.S.C., who is on hospice care. 

 For Joseph Morek [‘14] who is recovering from surgery resulting from a military 
accident. 

 For Elaine Willey, sister of Father John, who is under the care of hospice. 

 For Todd King [‘87], brother of Christie [‘91] King, who is undergoing 
treatment for mirocondra  

 For John DiCillo, husband of long-time Gilmour teacher, Bonnie, father of John 
[‘83], David [‘84], Dawn [‘86] and Daniel [‘88] DiCillo, who is seriously ill with lymphoma. 

 For Jenny Blender, who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Dorothy Kazel, mother of Daniel [‘86] and Gilmour counselor, Jamie, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.. 

 For Mark LaCasse, brother of Upper School Associate, Linda Wheeler, uncle of Molly [‘06] Wheeler, who is 
undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Drew Franco, son of Brian [‘90], nephew of Jeff [‘88] and Kristin [’94] Kirkpatrick, who is struggling with a 
seizure disorder. 

 For Michael Palumbo, father of Michael [‘14], Marisa [‘15], and former Gilmour student, Christian, who is 
undergoing treatment for cancer 

 For Colleen Lowman, grandmother of Religion instructor, Rachel Burkey, who is seriously ill. 

 For Dennis Kavran, father of Dennis [‘86] and Jennifer [‘95], grandfather of Adam [‘14] and Madeleine [‘16] 
Miller, who is undergoing further treatment for cancer. 

 For Donna Farkas who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Lexi Pappadakes, who is undergoing treatment for complications from surgery.. 

 For Rosemarie Lemieux who is ill. 

 For Matt Barry [‘13], brother of Tim [’12],  who continues treatment for cancer. 

 For Maria Ricci, friend of Linda McGraw, who is ill. 

 For Jeff Warner, brother of Denise Calabrese, who is undergoing treatment resulting from a stroke and seizure. 

 For Janice Feenstra, sister of Lisa Habe, aunt of Jack [‘19] and Will [‘20] Habe who is undergoing treatment for 
cancer. 

 For Karen Wanders, mother of upper school Head of School, Jonathan Wanders, who is seriously ill.  
 For Betty Herten, aunt of Hope [‘13] and James [‘15] Herten, who is undergoing treatment for leukemia. 
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SCHEDULE  FOR  THE WEEK:  

 Sunday,  July 24: 
17th Week in Ordinary Time      10:00 AM 

 

 Monday,  July 25: 
St. James 

             NO  MASS  

 Tuesday,  July 26: 
Sts. Joachim and Anne 

             NO  MASS  

 Wednesday,  July 27:              NO  MASS  

 Thursday,  July 28:              NO  MASS  

 Friday,  July 29: 
St. Martha 

       5:30 PM   [Eucharistic Chapel]  

 Saturday,  July 30: 
18th Week in Ordinary Time        5:00 PM       

 

 Sunday,  July 31: 
18th Week in Ordinary Time      10:00 AM 

 

UPCOMING  CHAPEL ACTIVITIES: 

 August 3 ------------------- Parent/Athlete Fall Information Night 6:00 PM 

 August 6 ------------------- Blessing of College Students 5:00 PM 

 August 7 ------------------- Blessing of College Students 
The FEST   [Pastoral Life Center] 

10:00 AM 
Noon—10 PM 

 August 15 ------------------ Mass for the Feast of the Assumption 5:30 PM 

 August 16 ------------------ Faculty Retreat Day 
OLC Council Meeting 

8:30 AM 
6:15 PM—8:00 PM 

 August 18 ------------------ New Student Orientation  
Freshman Class Mass 

2:00 PM 
9:00 PM 

 August 19 ------------------ Freshman Morning Prayer Service 7:00 AM 

 August 22 ------------------ Opening of School Convocation 
Class Meetings 
 

9:30 AM 
Throughout the day 

    

FAITH EDUCATION — FALL OF 2016:  
It’s not too early to begin thinking of enrolling for Faith Education for this coming fall.  
Faith Education will begin on Sunday, September 11th.  Our Sessions go from 
8:45—9:45 AM, with the hope that our  children would then participate in our 
10:00 AM Family Mass.  Register your family for classes by contacting Patty in the Chapel Office 
[[440-473-3560].  If you have any questions, please call Patty in the chapel office.  Thank you for 
taking care of this important responsibility.   
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REFLECTION  ON  THE  THEME  FOR  THE  WEEK: 
How we relate with others is a quite clear picture of not only what we think of this person or that person, 
but even more what we think of ourselves.   Big people can make us feel small — both in the physical as 
well as the emotional areas.  Being noticed by a popular or well-known celebrity might make us feel 
pretty important  . Our size seems rather flexible! 

Scripture offers us some interesting images of God.  One might say that God has an image problem 
— or better yet, we have an image problem with God!!!   The problem is: how do we see this mysterious 
and unimaginable God?   How we pray — which is a relationship — reflects our images of God and 
ourselves.  How real is our image of God?  If we hide before God like beaten slaves, then our prayer will 
reflect that sense of self.   If we allow God to bless us so we might receive a sense of the holiness, then 
our image of God is entirely different, and we are more open to allow God to share with us.   Does God 
listen to prayer?   Is God moved by our prayers so that we receive all that we desire?   The answer to 
those questions is very dependent upon our openings to receive forgiveness and humble ourselves before 
God. 

The Scripture Readings for this 17th Week in Ordinary Time 
opens with Abraham walking with his visitors — the same three who 
visited him in last week’s reading — to show them the way to Sodom 
[Genesis 18:16,20-32].  The Lord God has heard the great outcry 
there is against Sodom and Gomorrah for their pattern of not living 
the just and upright way of the Lord.   What we hear is Abraham’s, 
not bargaining, but questioning just how far God will go in forgiving.  

It’s like a strange kind of Poker Game going on.  The game 
opens with God looking over the table of the world and then hears the 
great outcry against these cities of sin and their 
inhabitants.  Abraham, somehow sensing the mind of God, represents an ancient question: “Will you 
sweep away the innocent with the guilty?”   So the bidding begins.   Abraham lowers the pot and God 
keeps raising.    Abraham pleads with God to save the many because of the righteous and just lives lived 
by the few.    God increases the pot of mercy as the number of the just to be found in Sodom 
decreases.    Abraham wins by being assured that there are at least ten just persons to be found.    God 
wins by showing that forgiveness is God’s trump card. 

The question about communal salvation versus individual redemption reoccurs in various writings 
of the Hebrew Scriptures, but this early writing begins an answer which will have its conclusion in the 
life death and resurrection of Jesus.  Abraham stands as a prefigurement of the pleading which is 
consummated in the words of Jesus from the cross: “Forgive them, Father, for they do not know what 
they are doing.” 

The basic question is whether God will destroy the individual person because of the sinful group.   
This is part of the image problem upon which Abraham focuses.   God is the creator, and if creation does 
not respond gratefully and reverently, then God can destroy it all and start all over.   That is one image 
and a proper and good one.   Abraham is trying, not to manipulate God, but to discover and obtain a 
proper picture of how this visiting God intends to make other visits — considering that not all other are 
as faithful and responsive as he — Abraham — is himself. 

God allows parameters to begin shaping a divine image.   If there is going to be a kingdom to come, 
then the King comes first to form the realm.   This kingdom will not be ruled, but continuously formed 
by the personality of the King and the King’s ways of creating and recreating. 

Luke’s Gospel is also about image and about prayer [Luke 11:1-13].   We are more familiar with 
“The Lord’s Prayer” according to Matthew’s version [see Matthew 6:9-13]   Luke’s presentation is 
shorter, but the verses which follow deal with an interpretation of just what the prayer means. 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers 

       FOR THE  DECEASED: 

 For Eleanor DeMarco, mother of office associate, Patty Szaniszlo, and Kathy DeMarco  [birthday] 

 For Dick Strelec 

 For Helen Blazek, mother of Father John [anniversary]. 

 For Neal Haffey, father of Neil  

 For June Gajdos 

 For Leno Marini 

 For Peter DeOreo [‘64], brother of Gerald [‘59] and William [‘67] 

 For Dennis Calsin. 

 For Nah-Young Kim [‘99] 

 For Andrew Hammer [‘86], brother of Daniel [‘79], cousin of John [74], Timothy [‘75], Daniel [‘76], Peter [‘78],  
and Jessica [‘09] Hammer. 

 For Donna Polack, wife of Bill Polack. 

 For Norma Leahey, mother of Patrick [‘71], Karen [‘72], and Cynthia [‘76] Leahey 

 For Deacon Joseph Johnson. 

 For Sister Jeanette Lester, C.S.C.  

        PRAYERS FOR OTHERS: 

 For the victims of the recent shootings in the United States. 

 For a former Gilmour student who is very seriously injured in a fall. 

 For all those on vacation. 

 For a person who lost their job 

 For an end to violence in our society. 

 For the families who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 

 For an end to human trafficking.. 

 For those who struggle with family relationships. 

 For a greater respect for human life, from the moment of conception until natural death. 

 For all caregivers. 

 For a special intention. 

 For all service men and women serving our country, and for their families. 

ALTAR  SERVERS  and  LECTORS: 
We continue to be in need of servers and lectors.  Any student who is in the 3rd [and up] grade is 

invited to become an altar server;  any student who is in the 5th [and up] grade 
is invited to become a lector.  These are both wonder ful ministr ies — a great 
way to serve God and the faith community.  If you would like to take advantage of 
these opportunities, please give your name to Father John.  You do not have to attend 
Gilmour to be an altar server, lector, or to be involved in any other ministry at Our Lady 

Chapel.  Please call the chapel office [440-473-3560]. 
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ARE  YOU  A  HAGGLER? 
Some years ago, I was commenting on the readings for this 17th Week in Ordinary Time.  I was having a 
friendly disagreement with the editor of one of the diocesan papers carrying my articles.  She strongly 
objected to my talking about Abraham “haggling” with God — believing that this term bordered on anti-
Semitic language  . She encouraged me to use a word like barter or negotiate instead.  I immediately 
called a rabbi friend, asking his opinion on the matter.  He assured me: “Roger, there’s nothing wrong in 
speaking about a Jew haggling.  We’re not only known for it — we’re proud of it.”   That’s why the 
Genesis author includes this narrative in the Sodom and Gomorrah story [Genesis 18:16, 20-37].   If it’s a 
characteristic for which Jews are proud, then Abraham, the ancestor of all Jews must have had it in 
spades. 

Though no scholar takes this haggling between God and Abraham 
literally, the writer not only created this passage to demonstrate the 
latter’s negotiating prowess, but also to show his unique relationship with 
God.   As theologically simplistic as it might sound to us today, the 
Yahwistic author is telling us that God is someone you can bargain with 
— as long as you’ve given yourself over to God. 

In some sense, Luke’s Jesus is telling us something similar.  It seems 
that God — like the besieged friend — has a breaking point.   Find it, and 
you'll get what you want.   Yet, listen carefully to what Jesus says you're 
going to get. It won't be a lot of “stuff.” Rather, “. . . The Father in heaven (will) give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him.” In other words, if we ask for the Holy Spirit, we’re certain to receive the Holy Spirit 
— no strings attached. 

As we’ve seen in the past, Luke — more than any other evangelist — is convinced THAT the Holy 
Spirit is an essential element in our becoming other Christs.   In his mind, how would we know how to 
carry on Jesus’ ministry without that Spirit pointing us in the right direction?   At this point in the second 
half of the first century CE, the Christian community, following the historical Jesus’ mindset, had not yet 
locked itself into a hierarchical structure.   It functioned as the Body of Christ because of its deep 
relationships with the risen Jesus and with one another — not because of any clerical prerogatives.   As 
Paul once reminded his Corinthian community, the Spirit not only gifts each member of the community 
with all the talents that community needs, it also helps them integrate those gifts for the good of the 
community [see 1 Corinthians 12]. 

Paul further refines this as he writes to the Church at Colossae — the relationship we have with the 
risen Jesus who gives us his Spirit revolves around our determination to die and rise with him — “You 
were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him” [Colossians 2:9-14].   I don’t 
worry a lot about the rising — Jesus will take care of that.   But I do spend a lot of time mulling over the 
dying — how am I to accomplish that today?   That is where the Spirit kicks in. 

Once upon a time, I — along with many other Catholics — thought the only way to die was to 
ignore the Spirit working in my life and simply give myself over to the will of those exercising authority 
over me.   Things certainly got more complicated when I started studying Scripture.   Like our sacred 
authors, I began to realize my relationships with God, the risen Jesus, and the Holy Spirit took precedence 
over my relationship with the institution.   At that point, I also began to do a lot of haggling.   Just wish I 
were as good at it as Abraham.                  —taken from the writings of Father Roger Karban, which appear on the internet  

SACRAMENT  OF  RECONCILIATION: 
Father John will be available to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with 
you on every Saturday between 3:30 – 4:00 PM.   Confessions are also 
available “by appointment.”  The Reconciliation Room is located in the small chapel directly across from             
Father  John’s Office 
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Jesus — when asked to teach his disciples to pray — does not give instructions about how to stand 
or prostrate. He does not even give lists of words or ideas.  Jesus tells them to bless God’s name according 
to the ancient Jewish forms. Then acknowledge that this most holy God is indeed bringing about holiness 
on the earth. In humble recognition admit then, that one needs holy-help to bring about that holiness 
within each individual every day.  

Then Jesus, according to Luke, invites those who are relating to God through prayer to admit that 
they have not lived faithfully their responses to their being invited into the kingdom — thus, they need to 
be forgiven.   They will know what forgiveness is because they forgive others as members of the 
kingdom.  Then they will end by asking to be cared for by God when tempted to leave the kingdom for 
one another. 

Luke concludes this presentation by Jesus’ telling some pertinent particular situations.   Jesus ends 
by stating the famous — but perhaps misleading — statements that when we ask it will be given, and 
when we knock it will be opened.  While this is literally not true, Luke does present Jesus as saying 
something very true and more important — for all the asking humans’ do of God, what God desires to 
give is the Holy Spirit which in times of great need for us can seem second best. The Holy Spirit is given 
generously to us so that we might be aware and accepting of all the other gifts which lead us to living the 
kingdom together.   

We can pray as if God does not hear well.   Our image of God can rise or fall according to what we 
receive. God is good on good days, but his stock falls on less good days.   We can knock ourselves out by 
knocking on God’s treasure house of blessings and fail to be knocked over by what has already been 
given.   Our prayer can often seem to be something that we do to an arbitrary and sluggish deity.   God 
prays over us and our prayer then is more than words.   Our prayer is being aware of God’s daily bread of 
conversation with, around, about, within and directly to us. 

taken from the writings of  Father Larry Gillick, S.J., which appear on the internet 

ENCORE  CHAMBER  MUSIC: 
This summer, Gilmour’s campus is home to the prestigious programs of Encore 
Chamber Music.  A select group of musicians from all over the world will call 
Gilmour home over the next few weeks.  They will utilize Gilmour's campus to learn, 
explore and experiment as they find their own artistic identities in a wildly creative 
atmosphere. 

Critically acclaimed violinist Jinjoo Cho [‘06] is the founder and executive 
director of Encore  Chamber Music.  Jinjoo has earned numerous prestigious awards 
for her music and has performed as a soloist throughout North and South America, Asia and Europe at 
venues including Carnegie Hall, Severance Hall, the Herkulessaal of Munich, Seoul Arts Center, and 
more. 

This summer, you will have the incredible opportunity to hear Jinjoo — along with many other 
world-renowned musicians, perform right here on Gilmour's campus. 

Encore Chamber Music invites the Gilmour community to listen to musical performances by 
acclaimed musicians.   Free and low-cost concerts will take place at Our Lady Chapel throughout the 
summer.  Additionally, Gilmour will host "Unplugged" musical events — Jinjoo will perform at all these 
"Unplugged" events — where guests are invited to enjoy a special picnic lunch while they listen to 
performances by guest artists and Encore faculty members.   To view the full event schedule or to 
purchase tickets, go to encorechambermusic.org, or purchase them at the door.   

 

IMAGINATION: 
Imagination is more important than knowledge.  For knowledge is limited, whereas imagination embraces 
the entire world, stimulating progress, giving birth to evolution.                                     —Albert Einstein 
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THE  BOLDNESS  OF  PRAYER: 
A prayer-master advised his listeners to adopt the APU program when they pray.   When predictably they 
asked what the acronym meant, he said with a smile: “Be aggressive; be persistent; and be unreasonable.”   
His disciples balked at such an approach to the Almighty.   But the guru directed their attention to the 
Scriptures [Genesis 18:16,20-37].   There Abraham is in conversation — or is it prayer? — with God.   In 
this scene, Abraham is aggressive, persistent, and unreasonable.   On the evidence, God should have 
destroyed the immoral and infamous cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.   They deserved whatever they got 
— and then some.   But Abraham proves to be an able negotiator.   By clever maneuvering over some 
time, He causes God to back down on His original plan.   Perhaps even at surprise to Himself, the Lord 
allows Abraham to win the day — the cities are spared.   Chalk a big victory up for Father Abraham.   
More importantly, do take a page out of his how-to-pray manual.   If 
Abraham could get the gold ring in his prayer, why cannot you and I?  

Abraham has convincingly shown us that God is a soft touch — and 
Jesus happily confirms that point in Luke’s Gospel [11:1-13].   Actually, we 
have a big edge over Abraham — it doesn’t get any better than being able to 
address God as “Father” — as uncomfortable as it makes us, that translates as 
you know into “Daddy”.   If we think the APU plan is off the wall, Abraham 
would think calling Jehovah “Daddy” completely ludicrous.   Imagine what 
Abraham might have accomplished with his APU approach if he felt able to 
call his exalted Lord “Daddy!”   Unfortunately for him, as he would be the 
first to tell us, he was born centuries too soon — Father Abraham addressed 
God most solemnly as “Lord” four times in the framework of a few seconds.    

So, in our prayer we must employ not merely a strong second effort, but 
rather Abraham’s third and even fourth effort.   Abraham was obviously not 
designed to take “no” for an answer.   Had God asked him what part of “no” 
he had difficulty in understanding, he would answer immediately “the whole word, Lord.”   If he could 
respond that way to God, then why not we?   So, don't be afraid to nag — after all, as someone has noted, 
God does have millions of people calling Him.  

There are times when God must put you on hold.   But, when He does come back to you and says: 
“Thank you for holding,” the door stands wide open for you.   At that point, Father Abraham would 
quickly advise you: “Go for the gold.”    

A few years ago, I was traveling through the majestic state of Arizona.   I made a visit to an 
attractive chapel in a small town.   I found the following in a pew — it ties in nicely with Luke’s Gospel.  
“I cannot say ‘our’ if I live only for myself.   I cannot say ‘Father’ if I do not approach God like a child.   I 
cannot say ‘who art in heaven’ if I am not laying up some treasure there right now.   I cannot say 
‘Hallowed be thy name’ if I am careless with that name.   I cannot say ‘Thy kingdom come’ if I am not 
working to actualize it in the here and now.   I cannot say ‘Thy will be done’ if I am resentful of that will 
for me at this moment.   I cannot say ‘on earth as it is in heaven’ if I don’t look on heaven as my future 

home.   I cannot say ‘Give us our daily bread’ if I am overanxious about tomorrow.   I cannot say 
‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’ if I am waiting to settle a score 
with someone.   I cannot say ‘Lead us not into temptation’ if I deliberately put myself in a place to be 
tempted.  I cannot say ‘Deliver us from evil’ if I am not prepared to pray as though everything depends on 
God and work as though as everything depends on me.”   

A sage teaches that it is a smart person who flees temptation and does not leave a forwarding 
address.   Dag Hammerskjold wrote: “Hallowed be thy name, not mine.  Thy Kingdom come, not mine.  
Thy will be done, not mine.”    
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

Monday: 2 Corinthians 4:7-15,  Matthew 20:20-28 

Tuesday: Jeremiah 14:17-22,  Matthew 13:36-43 

Wednesday: Jeremiah 15:10-21,  Matthew 13:44-46 

Thursday: Jeremiah 18:1-6,  Matthew 13:47-53 

Friday: Jeremiah 26:1-9,  John 11:19-27 

Saturday: Jeremiah 26:11-24,  Matthew 14:1-12 

 Ecclesiastes 1:2-2:23,  Colossians 3:1-11,  Luke 12:13-21 

  

18th Week in Ordinary Time:   

of their fear and panic, something that calmed their fear and brought some steadiness and regularity back 
into their lives. 

There’s a lesson to be learned here — one that can bring steadiness and calm into our lives at those 
times when we desperately need to do something, but there’s nothing to do.  Ritual — It’s what we have 
to do.   It’s all we can do!   It’s the right thing. 

—taken from the writings Father Ronald Rolheiser, O.M.I., which appear on the internet. 

FRIENDSHIP  WITH  JESUS: 
“If I were pressed to say why I love him,” Montaigne wrote of his deceased friend 
Etienne de Boetie, “I feel my only reply could be: ‘Because it was he, because it was 
I.’ ”   Friendship — real friendship — in other words, is the blurring of two souls into 
one where it was thought two had been.  No price exacted.  No interest paid. 

Friendship is the linking of stories.   It is a spiritual act — not a social one.   It is 
the finding of the remainder of the self.   It is knowing a person before you even meet 
them.   Thus it is that when we find a friend, it is not so much the friend as it is the 
friendship — the deathless search of the soul for itself — that finds us.    

Mary Magdalene is a great example of this.  She becomes the bellwether of the real relationship. 
Mary Magdalene is the woman whom scripture calls by name in a time when women were seldom 

named in public documents at all.   She is, in fact, named fourteen times — more than any other woman in 
the New Testament except Mary of Nazareth, the mother of Jesus, herself.   She is clearly a very im-
portant, and apparently a very wealthy woman.  Most of all, she understood who Jesus was long before 
anyone else did, and she supported him in his wild, free ranging, revolutionary approach to life and state 
and synagogue.   She was, it seems, the leader of a group of women who “supported Jesus out of their 
own resources” [see Luke 8:3].   And she never left his side for the rest of his life. 

Mary was there at the beginning of the ministry, and she was there at the end.   She was there when 
they were following him in cheering throngs, and she was there when they were taking his entire life — 
dashing it against the stone of synagogue and state, turning on him, jeering at him, shouting for his death, 
standing by while soldiers poked and prodded him to ignominy.   She tended his grave and shouted his 
dying glory and clung to his soul.   She knew him and she did not flinch from the knowing. 

The Magdalene factor in friendship is the ability to know everything there is to know about a person 
— to celebrate their fortunes, to weather their straits, to chance their enemies, to accompany them in their 
pain and to be faithful to the end, whatever its glory, whatever its grief.   The Magdalene factor is intima-
cy — that unshakeable immersion in the life of the other to the peak of ecstasy, to the depths of hell. 

                                                —taken from the writings of Sister Joan Chittister, O.S.B.., which appear on the internet. 
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THE POWER OF PRAYER AND RITUAL INSIDE OUR HELPLESSNESS: 
In the movie based upon Jane Austen’s classic novel, Sense and Sensibility, there’s a very poignant scene 
where one of her young heroines — suffering from acute pneumonia — is lying in bed hovering between 
life and death.  A young man, very much in love with her, is pacing back and forth, highly agitated, frus-
trated by his helplessness to do anything of use, and literally jumping out of his skin.   Unable to contain 
his agitation any longer, he goes to the girl’s mother and asks what he might do to be helpful.   She replies 
that there’s nothing he can do — the situation is beyond them. Unable to live with that response her says 
to her: “Give me some task to do, or I shall go mad!”   We’ve all had the feeling at times when in the face 
of a dire situation we need to do something; but there’s nothing we can do, no mag-
ic wand we can wave to make things better. 

But there is something we can do. 
I recall an event in my own life several years ago.   I was teaching summer 

school in Belgium when, late one evening, just as I was getting ready for bed, I 
received an email from two friends of mine.  A man and a woman — recently en-
gaged — had been involved that day in a fatal car accident.   He was killed instantly 
and she was in serious condition in hospital.  I was living by myself in a university 
dorm, thousands of miles from where this all happened, and thousands of miles 
from anyone with whom I could share this sorrow.  Alone, agitated, panicked, and 
desperately needing to do something — but being absolutely helpless to do any-
thing — I was literally driven to my knees.  Not being able to do anything else, I 
picked up the prayer-book that contains the Liturgy of the Hours — the official 
prayer of the Church — and prayed, by myself, the Vespers prayer for the dead.   
When I’d finished, my sorrow hadn’t gone away — my friend was still dead, but my panic had subsided, 
as had my desperate need to do something — when there was nothing I could do. 

My prayer that night gave me some sense that the young man who’d died that day was alright — 
safe somewhere in a place beyond us.  It also relieved me of the agitation and panicked pressure of need-
ing to do something in the face of agitated helplessness.   I’d done the only thing I could do — the thing 
that’s been done in the face of helplessness and death since the beginning of time; I’d given myself over 
to prayer and to the rituals of the community and the faith of the community. 

It’s these — prayer and ritual — which we have at our disposal at those times when, like the man in 
Sense and Sensibility, we need to do something or we will go mad.   That’s not only true for heavy, sor-
rowful times when loved ones are sick or dying or killed in accidents and we need to do something but 
there’s nothing we can do.   We also need ritual to help us celebrate happy times properly.   What should 
we do when our own children are getting married?   Among other things, we need to celebrate the ritual of 
marriage because no wedding planner in the world can do for us what the ritual — especially the church-
ritual — of marriage can do.   Weddings, just like funerals, are a prime example of where we need ritual 
to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 

Sadly, today, we are a culture that for the most part is ritually tone-deaf. We don’t understand ritual 
and, therefor,e mostly don’t know what to do when we need to be doing something but we don’t know 
what to do.  That’s a fault, a painful poverty, in our understanding. 

The Trappist monks who were martyred in Algeria in 1996 were first visited by the Islamic extrem-
ists who would later kidnap and kill them — on Christmas Eve, just as they were preparing to celebrate 
Christmas Mass.   After some initial threats, their eventual murderers left.  The monks were badly shaken.  
They huddled together as a group for a time to digest what had just happened.   Then, not knowing what 
else to do in the face of this threat and their fear, they sang the Christmas Mass.   In the words of their 
Abbott: “It’s what we had to do.  It’s all we could do!  It was the right thing.”  He shared, too — as did a 
number of the other monks in their diaries — that they found this celebrating the ritual of Mass in the face 
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THE  SANCTITY  OF  PRAYER: 
Evidently impressed with the prayer life of their Master and seeking guidance like the Baptist gave to his 
followers, the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray [Luke 11:1-13].    Jesus responds with what we 
know as the “Lord’s Prayer” — “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day 
our daily bread and forgive our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us and do not subject us 
to the final test.”    We, of course, are more familiar with Matthew’s embellished version [see Matthew 
6:9-13], but the fundamental pattern is the same.   As disciples of Jesus, we are blessed to follow his 
example and address God as Father — our translation of the Aramaic “Abba”  used by children to address 
their father.  The God we address in prayer loves us unconditionally, and is always 
ready to forgive.   In prayer, we lift our minds and hearts to God as the 
transcendent judge of all.  We also engage in familiar prayerful conversation with 
the God who lives within us as the Source of our drive for love and knowledge.  By 
praying that God’s name be hallowed we recognize our obligation to offer praise 
and adoration to our Creator and Judge.  

Keeping in mind our total dependence on Abba, we are free to put our 
petitions before the gracious God.    Preparing for the coming of the kingdom is the 
fundamental request that God’s reign will finally be achieved and that we will 
participate in the process here and now.  Asking for daily bread reminds us that 
God is the continuing source of all gifts that satisfy our human needs.   Jesus links God’s forgiveness of 
us to our forgiveness of others — not as earning divine mercy but as opening our hearts to the free gift of 
a fresh start.  When we pray “do not subject us to the final test,” we are also asking for divine help to 
overcome the temptations that assail us on the journey of life.  

Individuals who reflect on Luke’s less familiar version of the Lord’s Prayer can develop healthier 
Christian attitudes and practices.  A woman who typically views God as a harsh disciplinarian like her 
father, came to see God more as a compassionate loving Presence like her mother.  A hard driving 
advertising man who made a successful career his highest priority saw the light and made a radical 
conversion redirecting his energy to spreading God’s reign in his own family.   An accountant who always 
asked God for favors in his prayer started offering more prayers praising God’s name.  A grandmother 
who was reluctant to offer too many petitioning prayers, now feels comfortable asking very specific 
blessings for each of her ten grandchildren.   A married man long addicted to gambling becomes more 
confidant that God will give him strength to meet the test and kick his dangerous habit. 

How can reflection on the Lord’s Prayer guide and encourage you to become a more balanced and 
effective disciple of Christ?                               —taken from the writings of Father Jim Bacik which appear on the internet 

AMAZON.COM: 
Please remember that when you want to buy something from Amazon.com, you 
need to first go to www.ourladychapel.org and click on the Amazon logo at the 
bottom of the home page!  Because of this simple step — and at no cost to the 
purchaser — Our Lady Chapel receives a percentage of all purchases that are 
made from Amazon.com.  Ever since we have begun this program, we have consistently been receiving 
significant checks from Amazon that  are being credited to help pay for chapel expenses.  This affinity 
program remains in effect throughout the year, so we ask everyone to continue to remember to start your 
purchases at Amazon on the Our Lady Chapel home page!  Thank you. 

A final word!   From Luke’s Gospel, God does appear to enjoy brevity.   The prayer He teaches us 
today has but 44 words  . His Ten Commandments has a modest 297 words.   The famous Twenty-third 
Psalm a mere 118 words.   Should we not follow suit?   Perhaps God is telling us that He is not 
appreciative of long winded prayers.    Furthermore, He is not hard of hearing.  

—taken from the writings of Father James Gilhooley which appear on the internet 

http://www.ourladychapel.org
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HONESTY  IN  PRAYER: 
The Scripture Readings for this 17th Week in Ordinary Time are about prayer and intercessory prayer in 
particular.   We hear in the first reading how Abraham pleaded with God to spare Sodom if there were a 
number of righteous people left in the city.  Abraham shamelessly bargains with God starting from fifty 
innocent people, then reducing step by step to forty, thirty, twenty and then only ten people [Genesis 
18:16, 20-37].   By this we are meant to understand that we should talk to God directly and even try to 
bargain with him in our prayer. We are encouraged to be persistent and even demanding of God as we 
pray to him and tell him of our needs.   What is being encouraged is that we be completely open with God 
and absolutely straightforward as we intercede with him on behalf of those we are praying for as well as 
for ourselves. 

In Luke’s Gospel [11:1-13], Jesus invites us to be completely familiar with the Father — using the 
very intimate term “Abba”, which we know translates into modern day English as “Daddy”.   This 
beautiful word underlines the depth of the relationship between us and the Father — there is an intimacy 
and a familiarity here that is profound.   By using the word “Abba”, we realize that God is not distant, but 
is in fact extremely close to us.   God loves us as deeply as any human parent loves their own child — in 
fact God loves us more! 

In the words of the Our Father, Jesus tells us to pray that God will give us our daily bread.   By this 
he does not simply mean food for our mouths, but in fact all our needs, everything that sustains us in our 
daily lives.   This underlines our complete dependence on God but also stresses his wish to provide for us 
in our every need. 

An important part of this wonderful prayer is our praise of God as we say the words: “hallowed be 
thy name.”   The prayer then goes on to an expression of our deep desire that the Kingdom of God be 
fully realized when we say: “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done.” 

It is hard to plumb the full depths of this wonderful prayer that we know as the “Our Father”.   The 
more we say it, and the more we reflect on it, the more we will see in it and the deeper our prayer lives 
will become.  These wonderful words that the Savior gave us are something entirely new in the history of 
our relationship with God — they are a completely new way of praying.   And as the Apostles heard these 
instructions given by Jesus, completely new vistas of prayer must have opened up before them. 

Today we are so familiar with this marvelous prayer that we might be tempted to take it for granted.    
We ought to frequently meditate on its meaning and allow it to draw us more deeply into the great 
mystery of God.  Furthermore, it is a prayer that we ought to recite frequently — it ought to be on our lips 
daily.   Actually in Christian tradition we are taught that we ought to recite it at least three times a day; 
that could be once in the morning as we rise from sleep and once again in the evening as we retire for the 
night and then also once at Mass or at some other point in the day.  By frequently reciting this wonderful 
prayer during the day we are drawn ever closer to God. 

Of course, the prayers that we recite regularly — such as the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the 
Glory Be — are only the beginning of prayer.   They provide us with the words that get us started, but we 
need to move on to other forms of prayer such as repentance, intercession, thanksgiving, and praise.  The 
words of these prayers help us to express ourselves and say the things we need to say to God.   We admit 
our sins and repent of them — seeking God’s forgiveness.   We ask for the things that our family, friends 
and we ourselves need and that only God can give us. 

We also thank God for all his gifts to us — for all that we have received from his hands.   We then 
frequently move on to praising God and tell him just how wonderful he is.   Often when we get to this 
point in our prayer we start to run out of words — we find that we cannot truly find a sufficiently wide 
vocabulary to express the praise that is due to God.   It is at this point that we need to move to a kind of 
prayer that is far beyond words — a prayer that is content to remain silent and to merely rest in the warm 
glow that is the love of God.   Often we can spend quite a bit of time in this way.   It might sound 

July 23-24, 2016 

 13 

LIFETEEN  and  EDGE  BIBLE  STUDY — AUGUST  4:  
Once again this summer, we are gathering at various summertime places to do 
our Bible Study.  High School and Middle School [6-7-8] Students, as well as 
our College Students and Adults who are in the area for the summer will come 
together to be enriched by God’s word.  It’s a great time, and a good witness of our faith to others.  Adults 
are also welcome.  Our next gathering of the summer will take place at the home of Sylvia and 
Stephanie Leonor [29300 Shaker Blvd].  It will be a swim party.  Boys are asked to bring fruits and 
vegies; girls will bring deserts.  The date is Thursday, August 4th at 6:30 PM.   It is amazing to see 
people come up to us — or look over at us — and ask what we are doing.    When they find out that we 
are doing a Bible Study,  they are moved.   For this session, we will be examining the “comeback” 
sayings of Jesus.  Think about how often, Jesus was put to the “test”, and his answers stymied those 
who challenged him.  This will be our final Bible Study of this summer.   Mark your  calendars and 
be part of this wonderful summertime activity.   

a materialistic and a militaristic empire that kept others in place through trade and religion — as well as 
force.  When these Gentiles who had become Christians prayed: “Thy Kingdom come,” they were praying 
that the world order be changed.  They were praying for the defeat of all that Rome stood for. They were 
praying for a very different world which would value sacrificial love rather than the accumulation of 
material goods.  We still need to pray for that world.  We need to pray that we might take steps away from 
materialism and into love. 

In the Gospel of Luke and in The Acts of the Apostles [also written by Luke], bread is always 
associated with prayer as a reference to the Eucharist.   The prayer for “daily bread”, therefore, is not 
merely a prayer for physical sustenance — it is a prayer for the Eucharist.   We who receive the Eucharist 
every week can easily forget the tremendous gift we receive in our hands or on our tongues.  This is Jesus, 
really present right here right now, nourishing us, sustaining us.  We should not take this gift for granted.   

And we ask for forgiveness as we have forgiven others.   The Christian norm for forgiving is the 
compassion and forgiveness of the Father.  Luke’s Gospel is called “The Gospel of God’s Compassion.”   
In this Gospel Jesus instructs us to be compassionate as the Heavenly Father is compassionate.  In this 
Gospel the Forgiving Father welcomes home the Prodigal Son.  In this Gospel an Older Brother is told he 
must learn to overcome his resistance to forgive, or this resistance itself will keep him from enjoying the 
Heavenly Father’s banquet.   We have to stop destroying ourselves with our grudges and forgive, move 
one, and enjoy the Christian banquet. 

Finally the Lord ’s Prayer asks the Lord to “not subject us to the trial.”    The Gospel of Luke often 
focuses in on the end of the world — with keeping the ways of the Lord in focus in our lives.    The fact is 
that many people throughout the world have answers to the problems of life that ignore the Lord.   We 
continually experience this.  The girl is pregnant, and some say: “Have an abortion.”  A marriage hits a 
rough point and some say: “Get a divorce.”   A teenager becomes difficult and some say: “Get out of the 
house.”  A grandparent is terminally ill and some say: “Let them kill themselves and save the inheritance 
for us.”  These and other so called solutions of our world are part of the test — the trial — that the Lord 
gives us to see if we really want to be standing for him when the end comes, whether it be the end of the 
world or the end of our own personal worlds. 

The Lord’s Prayer in the Gospel of Luke is the prayer of the Gentile disciple of Jesus — you and I 
— who recognizes that true power is not to be found in an empire and that true happiness is not to be 
found in possessions.    The Lord’s Prayer in Luke is ultimately a prayer to the Holy Spirit to empower us 
to live in the holiness of God’s name — to receive worthily the Eucharist, to forgive those who hurt us, 
and to choose God before any other solution to the problems of life. 

—taken from the writings for Father Joseph Pellegrino, which appear on the internet. 
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RELEARNING  THE  “LORD’S  PRAYER”: 
Luke’s Gospel for this 17th Week in Ordinary Time presents the Lord’s Prayer.  But there’s something 
wrong — it’s not the “Our Father” that we learned as children and that we pray during Mass [see Matthew 
6:9-13].   It doesn’t sound quite right — “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  Give us 
each day our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us, and do 
not subject us to the final test” [Luke 11:1-13]. 

 So, why the difference?  First of all, the Holy Spirit — the ultimate author of Sacred Scripture — 
used the evangelists — the writers of the Gospels — to present the teachings of Jesus to the various 
groups of people and to incorporate into these presentations an inspired understanding of the Lord’s 
words.  Matthew was addressed to Christians of Jewish origin.  Luke was addressed to Christians of 
Gentile origin.  Matthew emphasized that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Scripture — Scripture was 
Jewish.  The audience of Luke’s Gospel were people who knew little to nothing of Jewish scripture.    
Many of these people were poor, and the outcasts of society.    They may not have had a foundation in 
Jewish Scripture, but they did have a deep understanding of the work of the Holy Spirit.  They believed 
that the Holy Spirit called them to faith and sustained them just as he called the people of all different 
nations to faith on Pentecost. 

The Lord’s Prayer in Luke is given during what is known as “the journey 
narrative” — it is the prayer for the journey.  In its immediate context, the disciples 
ask for a unique prayer — one which would express their unique following of 
Christ.   John the Baptist had taught his disciples to pray for the coming of the 
Kingdom.  Did Jesus have a prayer for them?  They also had experienced Jesus at 
prayer.  What must that have been like?   They wanted to pray like he prayed.  
They wanted to have union with the Father — not just recite words.  

After the Lord’s Prayer is presented, Luke records two parables of Jesus 
which demonstrate the goodness of God.  The first is humorous — it is meant to be 
humorous.  A father wakes up in the middle of the night to hear a friend calling to 
him from outside asking him to borrow some bread.   “What, are you crazy?” he 
calls back.  “It’s the middle of the night.  My kids are sleeping.  You wake up the 
baby, you put her back to sleep.  My wife’s sleeping, and I’ve got my PJ’s on.  Go away.”  “Well,” Jesus 
says, “if the friend keeps demanding the bread, the father of the house will give it to him just to keep him 
quiet.  If that is how a mundane father would react to a petition, how much more would Your Heavenly 
Father who really loves you listen to your prayers.  So ask, seek, knock.  God is listening.”  The second 
parable is similar.  If earthly fathers know how to provide good things for their children, how much more 
will our Heavenly Father know what to provide for the children whom he loves.    Then we have a phrase 
unique to Luke:  Ask the Heavenly Father, and he will give you the Holy Spirit.  The Lord’s Prayer in 
Luke is a petition for all our needs — the greatest of which is the Holy Spirit. 

Now let’s focus in on this Lord’s Prayer in Luke.  It begins by saying that God’s name is hallowed.  
“Hallow” means “holy”.   When we say “Hallowed be thy name”, we are saying:  “May all people 
realized the holiness of your name.”   God’s name was revealed to Moses from the burning bush.  He said: 
“I am who am” — the sacred name, “Yahweh”.   The Gentiles that Luke wrote to may not have known 
about Moses, but they knew that a person’s name was a unique expression of the whole of the person.  To 
know a person’s name is to acknowledge who that person is.  May all people — especially us — live in 
the knowledge of whom the Father is.    May we recognize God’s uniqueness — his holiness.   May his 
named be “hallowed.” 

The Lord’s Prayer next asks that the “Father’s kingdom may come.”   Rome had done its best to 
subject the entire world to its empire.  It allowed the various people that it conquered to keep a local 
government and continue local traditions; it even allowed them to continue worshiping their gods as long 
as they also worshiped the Roman gods — particularly the emperors.  The glory that was Rome was really 
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paradoxical, but it is so important for us to spend our time simply listening to God’s silence.   We remain 
quietly appreciating God’s presence and his love.   This is what we call contemplative prayer.   It is 
something for everyone — not just for priests and nuns in contemplative religious orders.   The simplest 
person can do it just as well as the greatest of intellectuals. 

You can see that there is an awful lot to prayer, and that while we might not feel that we are very 
good at it we know that it is something that we need to persevere with.   The more time we spend in 
prayer, the more we find that we want to pray. Prayer is a habit that all of us need to acquire.   If you 
persevere in prayer God will draw you inexorably closer to himself — He will guide you and lead you, he 
will answer your prayers; he will fill you with his love and goodness.   This is the Royal Road to union 
with God.   This is the path which we Christians have set out on in life; this is the way we reach heaven, 
this is how we attain eternal glory. 

 —taken from the writings of Father Alex McAllister, S.D.S., which appear on the internet 

 

FAITH AND THE POSSIBILITY OF FORGIVENESS: 
Pope Francis call us to faith: to trust God, to forgive and to pray like Abraham. This week, the world will 
gather in Krakow for World Youth Day with Pope Francis.   In his encyclical, Light of Faith, Pope 
Francis writes: “Faith likewise offers the possibility of forgiveness, which so 
often demands time and effort, patience and commitment.   Forgiveness is 
possible once we discover that goodness is always prior to and more powerful 
than evil, and that the word with which God affirms our life is deeper than our 
every denial.”  From a purely anthropological standpoint, unity is superior to 
conflict.  Rather than avoiding conflict, we need to confront it in an effort to 
resolve and move beyond it — to make it a link in a chain, as part of a progress 
towards unity.    

At another time, Pope Francis quoted the great Anglican poet, T.S. Eliot, 
when speaking about a world without faith:  “Do you need to be told that even 
those modest attainments // As you can boast in the way of polite society // Will 
hardly survive // the Faith to which they owe their significance?”   If we remove 
faith in God from our cities, mutual trust would be weakened.  We would then be united only by fear.    

Finally Pope Francis emphasizes that the opposite of faith is not atheism, but idolatry: “Faith, tied as 
it is to conversion, is the opposite of idolatry; it breaks with idols to turn to the living God in a personal 
encounter.”   Pope Francis call us to faith — to trust God, to forgive and to pray like Abraham.   Abraham 
is the great model for this faith.   Abraham boldly places his needs before God [see Genesis 18:16, 20-37].   
St. Paul tells us that by faith we were not only buried with Jesus, but raised with him [see Colossians 2:9-
14].   Jesus challenges us to trust God as deeply as Abraham: “Ask and you shall receive, seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you” [Luke 11:1-13].  

—taken from the writings of Father Phil Bloom., which appear on the internet. 

DRESSES  FOR  HONDURAS: 
One of the nurses in our Gilmour Clinic is involved in a dressmaking project for the children 
of Honduras.    They have devised a method of making sundresses out of common 
pillowcases, and then adorning them with other items for decoration.    And that is where you 
come in.   If you have any old buttons, ribbon, ric-rac, lace or other sewing trim, please 
bring them in.    The group would like to collect these items to help decorate the dresses they 
are working on.    This is an on-going project;  the dresses will be sent to Honduras every time there is a 
mission trip.  The next trip is scheduled for March of 2016.    There is a basket in the narthex of the 
Chapel to collect any donations you may have.     Thank you for  your  help! 
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HOW  TO  SEE  PAST  THE  GLAMOUR  OF  SIN: 
I graduated from high school a couple of weeks ago, so I can officially say that the way Hollywood 
depicts high school is, unfortunately, not even close to the real experience.  Troy Bolton and Napoleon 
Dynamite didn’t teach me about high school — through their awesome dancing was “who, and what I 
stood for”. 

As the years progressed, I saw more and more of the people I looked up to because of their good 
grades and great behavior slip into habits like cheating on tests, sending their friends a picture of the 
completed homework to copy, and looking online for the answers to a test instead of actually studying.   It 
wasn’t just academics though — seeing my fellow peers throw parties with alcohol and drugs, skip 
school, and be rude to teachers was a common occurrence towards the end of my high school experience. 

With this, I felt excluded — which I was not expecting to feel at all.   I knew that I was being smart 
and safe, but I felt like there was something out there that I was missing.   I mean, it seemed like almost 
everyone I knew was out there doing something that I was not — so there had 
to be something good about it, right? 

Before you go thinking that I never hung out with anybody ever during 
high school, let me explain exactly what I mean when I say “exclusion”.   I was 
— and still am — very blessed with a great group of friends during high 
school.  Whenever I was with them, I had a great time.   Instead of skipping 
school or going to the after prom party, my friends and I would support each 
other by going to our various performances, or by going to a local fast food 
place.  I had a blast during high school, but I still felt like I was missing out on 
what everybody else was doing — even if I knew it was something bad. 

The feeling of missing out on something doesn’t even have to be a huge 
party after prom that everyone seems to be going to.   It can be something as small as standing by and 
watching a fight without stopping it, or going to that website that has questionable content, or sending that 
one text that has gossip — the list goes on.   While we read these things and think “Of course those are 
bad! Anybody knows that”, we should reexamine those situations, but in a different perspective.   Satan 
himself was the most beautiful angel before God cast him to hell.   The devil knows how to turn 
something we would normally reject into something so tempting that we might fall for it. 

Sure you should try and stop the fight, but can you imagine what would happen if the fight kept 
going?     Besides, nobody likes a goody two-shoes.   Of course you shouldn’t view a questionable 
website, but you’ve had a long day, your relationship just ended, you’re a good person; what’s one visit 
going to do?  Everybody does it.   It’s obvious that you shouldn’t spread a rumor, but if you did, you 
would be so popular!   This story would be so big, the whole school would know who you are if you just 
let that small secret slip. 

When we are given an example of something we know is bad out of our own lives, it’s easy to act 
high and mighty, and say that we would never fall for it;  yet when Satan wraps our predicament in a nice 
little bow and dares us to open it, the situation becomes harder to step.   Sin can disguise itself as whatever 
it can, but it can be the most dangerous when it puts on the mask that it’s something so beautiful, so 
precious, and so well loved that you feel ostracized if you don’t take part in it. 

When we were growing up, we learned about the bible through children’s stories;  we were taught 
that God is good and that sin is evil — sin is the equivalent of fool’s gold.   While our teachers were 
incredibly correct in all of this, what you learn over time is that sin can put on a disguise that can trick you 
into falling for it.   For me, Satan attacked me through that feeling that I was missing out on something.   
When you become aware of sin and can say “no” to it successfully, Satan becomes more creative and 
more specific with how he attacks you. 

This all came to light in a special way when one Easter I was renewing my Baptismal Promises at 
Mass.  I finally really heard what the promises said — I heard the priest say: “Do you reject the glamour 
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LIFE  TEEN: 
Thanks to all who held our Teens in prayer throughout last week as we attended the 
LifeTeen Leadership Conference/Retreat.  Our LifeTeen regular meetings will 
begin  again on Sunday, August 28th.  Normally we meet right after Sunday Mass — 
from 11:30 AM—1:00 PM in the Lennon Board Room.  Life Teen is open to all high 
school aged young people.  Just call the office and let us know that you are going to be coming.  We 
ask you to do this because there will be food involved.   We have a great deal of fun together and we grow 
in our faith at the same time.  Our LifeTeen Group has a Faith-Service-Social component, and we look 
forward to your participation.  Respond to your texts and/or emails, or call the chapel office [440-473-
3560] to be notified.   Join us for  Our Summer Bible Study [see article on the bottom of page 13 of 
this bulletin].  Our next session of Summer Bible Study will take place on Thursday, August 4th.  
Please join us for a wonderful experience.  Please continue to remember all our teens and young people in 
your prayers.   

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  YOUTH  GROUP  —  THE  EDGE: 
Our EDGE regular meetings will begin again in August.  Normally we meet r ight 
after Sunday Mass — from 11:30 AM—1:00 PM in the Lennon Board Room.  Come 
and try us out.  Our EDGE program is open to all middle school aged young people 
[Grades 6-7-8].    Come and find out what the EDGE is all about.  If you have not 
joined us before, that’s OK.  Just call the office and let us know that you are going to be coming.  We ask 
you to do this because there will be food involved.   Our EDGE Youth Group has a Faith-Service-Social 
component, and we look forward to your participation.  All are welcome.    Join us for Our Summer Bible 
Study [see article on the bottom of page 13 of this bulletin].  Our next session of Summer Bible 
Study will take place on Thursday, August 4th.    Please join us for a wonderful experience.  Please 
continue to remember all our teens and young people in your prayers.   

of sin?”  I had a mini-revelation. 
Whenever we look back on our sin, we think “How could I possibly do this?”   We have these 

thoughts because we forget how powerful that glamour can be.   Satan can take his sin — even if we fight 
against it — and dress it up the way he knows it’ll tempt us the most.   We must learn how to see past its 
disguise. 

So, here’s the big question:  “how do we fight sin when it has an advantage in the fight?”   There is 
no definite, best way to do this since everybody struggles with different sins and fights those sins in 
unique ways.  But here are some thoughts about what we can do: 

 Take a step back from situation, and picture it as though you are an outsider looking in.   If 
they wanted the best for you, what would they want you to pick? 

 Ask someone you trust if what you want to do makes sense to them?   Also, ask them if it 
would actually be good for you to make this decision? 

 Have a commitment buddy!   Get someone that you go to church with — or someone you 
know who has struggled with the same thing you are — and promise each other that you’re 
going to keep each other away from possibly making bad decisions. 

 Pray to St. Michael The Archangel — or any other saint for that matter — to help you fight 
what you’re feeling.   It always helps to have a whole army behind your back. 

It’s our duty as Christians to stand for our beliefs — even when it’s hard.  We have to say “no” to what 
we know is bad when everything else is telling us that “it’s okay”.   Recognizing sin, even when it’s 
disguised as something we think we want, is a crucial step in order to defeat it. 

—taken from the writings of Dillon Duke, a recent High School graduate. 


