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CAMPUS  MINISTRY  OFFICE: 
The Campus Ministry Office is located in Our Lady Chapel.     
phone:   [440] 473-3560.    e-mail:  jbcsc@ix.netcom.com 

CLOSING  PRAYER: 

 

~   A Prayer of Praise   ~  

Sing a joyful noise to the Beloved 
all people of the earth. 
Serve the God of love  

with a glad heart! 
Join hands in the great dance of life! 

 
Know that the Beloved of your heart 

is the Divine presence! 
Love created us, 

we belong to the Most High; 
We are born to be loving, 

expressions of the Creator’s Divine Plan. 
 

Open the gates of your heart with gratitude 
and enter Love’s court with praise. 

Give thanks to your God 
bless God’s holy name. 

 
For God is a God of live. 

God lives in your heart forever 
with faith, truth and joy, 

now and in all that is to come 
Amen.  

Alleluia. 
 

                                       —Psalm 100                      
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Our  Lady  Chapel 

Our Lady Chapel is a Roman Catholic community founded in the love of 
the Father, centered in Christ, and rooted in the Holy Cross tenets of 
building family and embracing diversity.  We are united in our journey 
of faith through prayer and sacrament, and we seek growth through 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit in liturgy and outreach, while responding 
to the needs of humanity. 
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PLANTING  SEEDS  OF  HOPE  AND  GOODNESS  CONTINUES: 
Once again this year, we are going to undertake our Planting Seeds of Hope and Goodness 
school supply program.  Our  Lady Chapel is working to assist the needy children of St. 
Adalbert’s Parish.   Come join us as we work together  to help these children get  the 
next school year off to a good start come this Fall.  While Fall seems to be a long ways off, 
we need to begin this project now — even as the summer months provide challenges of their 
own to each of us.   

The following is a list of school supplies that need adopting to help with this effort — Facial tissue 
boxes; hand sanitizer;  hand soap; pocket plastic folders; Clorox wipes; white chalk; No.2-pencils; 
paper towels; large pink pencil erasers; black ink pens; notebook paper; crayons-jumbo 8 pack; 
pencil pouches; single subject notebooks [any and all quantities of these supplies are welcome!].   

Here is how you can be a part of this outreach.  Simply shop for items on the list.  Kindly return the 
items between now and August 7th to Our Lady Chapel.   If you do not have time to shop, simply place 
an envelope in the collection basket and mark it “St. Adalbert’s”  or drop it off in the chapel office.   
“Come Grow with us” — as together, we work and plant our seeds of hope and goodness to this 
community.   Thank you in advance for your generosity and helping the children of St. Adalberts!  
Contact Patty in the Chapel Office [440-473-3560] if you have any questions. 

COME  TO  THE  FEST  —  NEXT  SUNDAY: 
The FEST 2016 is three weeks away! Join us for our 15th Annual Catholic Family 
FESTival on Sunday, August 7th from noon until 10:00 PM as we br ing together  
39,000+ from across our region for a day of faith, family, and fun – and it’s FREE. 
Come and hear the best of the best of the national Christian artists: Newsboys, Michael 
W. Smith, Matthew West and Lauren Daigle.  The day also includes dynamic 
activities for all ages, opportunities for prayer and reflection, a large outdoor Mass 
followed by fireworks and more. We need your help to make this amazing day possible — please consider 
donating two hours of your time by volunteering for The FEST. Volunteers get a FREE t-shirt and are 
essential to making this event possible. For more information, or to register to help, go to 
www.theFEST.us.  TOGETHER we can make this a great day for thousands from across our region!  

CALLING  ALL  LIFE TEEN  AND  EDGE  MEMBERS: 
Our annual trip to Cedar Point is this Tuesday, August 9th.   Tickets are 
$42.   You may pay in cash, or make your check payable to Our Lady 
Chapel.  We will leave Gilmour at 8:00 AM and return to Gilmour at 10:30 
PM.    This is going to be a great day of fun and celebration.   Please feel free to br ing a fr iend.   
Parents of students attending are also welcome to come along.  We will form a “parent group”.  Sign up 
on the easel in the Narthex of the Chapel or call Patty or Father John in the chapel office [440-473-
3560] to order your tickets.  See Father  John or  Patty if you have any questions. 

DRESSES  FOR  HONDURAS: 
One of the nurses in our Gilmour Clinic is involved in a dressmaking project for the children 
of Honduras.    They have devised a method of making sundresses out of common 
pillowcases, and then adorning them with other items for decoration.    And that is where you 
come in.   If you have any old buttons, ribbon, ric-rac, lace or other sewing trim, please 
bring them in.    The group would like to collect these items to help decorate the dresses they 
are working on.    This is an on-going project;  the dresses will be sent to Honduras every time there is a 
mission trip.  The next trip is scheduled for March of 2016.    There is a basket in the narthex of the 
Chapel to collect any donations you may have.     Thank you for  your  help! 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers 

      PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
 For Mary Shea, mother of Theresa Stark who is recovering from a mild stroke. 

 For Stan Cox who is undergoing medical testeing 

 For Cheryl Kazel, sister of Daniel [‘86] and Gilmour counselor, Jamie, who is undergoing treatment for cancer..  

 For Mary Burkey, grandmother of chapel musician, Rachel Burkey, who is recovering from a heart attack. 

 For Romano Bruno, great uncle of Richard Jones [’20] who is critically ill. 

 For Nathan Breitsch, grand-nephew of Brother Ken Kane, C.S.C., who injured his back in a fall. 

 For Justin Tarr who is critically ill with brain cancer. 

 For Bill Slattery [‘77] who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For John Burkey, uncle of religion instructor, Rachel Burkey, who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Annie Trivassos who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Nicholas Zanella, who is undergoing medical treatment 

 For Jan Botek, wife of Fred, mother of Fred [‘85], grandmother of  Matthew [‘14], Jonathan [‘17] and Daniel [‘21] 
Botek, who is undergoing treatment for dementia.   

 For Teddy Prusock, nephew of Lower School associate, Nina Prusock, who is undergoing neurological testing. 

 For Jay Cusick who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

ENVELOPES: 
 When you need a new supply of envelopes, please feel free to take a supply of them from the ta-

ble in the vestibule,  or call Father John at the Campus Ministry Office [473-3560].  

 When you use your envelope, please make sure that your number is on it.  If you need to know 
your number,  please call the Campus Ministry Office.  Thanks. 

ATTENDANCE: 
If you attend Mass regularly here at Our Lady Chapel, it would be helpful if you filled out a form [name, 
address, phone number, children, etc.] indicating this fact, if you have not already done so.  Such 
information not only helps us to know who is attending Our Lady Chapel;  it also is of great assistance to 
us in record keeping [for our friend, the IRS] of any contributions which you may make. 

WEEKLY  OFFERING: 
Baskets will be passed during the “Preparation Rite” and will be brought to the altar as part of the 
Offerings to help offset chapel daily operating expenses. When you choose to use the envelopes,  your 
donations to Our Lady Chapel will be acknowledged so that you have a record for the IRS.  
      Total Offerings:   Saturday [7/23/16] ---------------------------------------- $ 2,556.00 
      Total Offerings:   Sunday [7/30/16] -------------------------------------------- $ 853.00 

SACRAMENT  OF  RECONCILIATION: 
Father John will be available to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with 
you on every Saturday between 3:30 – 4:00 PM.   Confessions are also 
available “by appointment.”  The Reconciliation Room is located in the small chapel directly across from             
Father  John’s Office 

http://www.thefest.us/performers/
http://www.thefest.us/performers/


18th Week in Ordinary Time  

18  

PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers. 

       PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
 For Kay Passalacqua, who is undergoing medical treatment. 

 For Tom Slater, who is undergoing treatment for lymphoma 

 For Halle Markel [‘14], sister of Hannah [‘16] who is recovering from surgery. 

 For Father Dan Begin, pastor of St. Mary [Bedford] who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Janice Treer who is undergoing treatment for a heart condition and kidney failure 

 For Ali Priest, who is undergoing treatment for complications to MS. 

 For Brother Robert Brown, C.S.C., who is undergoing treatment for dementia. 

 For Beth Call, cousin of Sylvia [‘18] and Stephanie [‘20] Leonor, who has been 

diagnosed with Lymphoma. 

 For Rose Oehlstrom , who is recovering from surgery. 

 For Kaitlyn Wene, teen-age daughter of former Kitchen Associate, Stephanie 
Toma, who is undergoing treatment for meningitis.  

 For Robert Vandall who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Brother Romard Barthel, C.S.C., who is on hospice care. 

 For Joseph Morek [‘14] who is recovering from surgery resulting from a military 
accident. 

 For Elaine Willey, sister of Father John, who is under the care of hospice. 

 For Todd King [‘87], brother of Christie [‘91] King, who is undergoing 
treatment for mirocondra  

 For John DiCillo, husband of long-time Gilmour teacher, Bonnie, father of John 
[‘83], David [‘84], Dawn [‘86] and Daniel [‘88] DiCillo, who is seriously ill with lymphoma. 

 For Jenny Blender, who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Dorothy Kazel, mother of Daniel [‘86] and Gilmour counselor, Jamie, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.. 

 For Mark LaCasse, brother of Upper School Associate, Linda Wheeler, uncle of Molly [‘06] Wheeler, who is 
undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Drew Franco, son of Brian [‘90], nephew of Jeff [‘88] and Kristin [’94] Kirkpatrick, who is struggling with a 
seizure disorder. 

 For Michael Palumbo, father of Michael [‘14], Marisa [‘15], and former Gilmour student, Christian, who is 
undergoing treatment for cancer 

 For Colleen Lowman, grandmother of Religion instructor, Rachel Burkey, who is seriously ill. 

 For Dennis Kavran, father of Dennis [‘86] and Jennifer [‘95], grandfather of Adam [‘14] and Madeleine [‘16] 
Miller, who is undergoing further treatment for cancer. 

 For Donna Farkas who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 For Lexi Pappadakes, who is undergoing treatment for complications from surgery.. 

 For Rosemarie Lemieux who is ill. 

 For Matt Barry [‘13], brother of Tim [’12],  who continues treatment for cancer. 

 For Maria Ricci, friend of Linda McGraw, who is ill. 

 For Jeff Warner, brother of Denise Calabrese, who is undergoing treatment resulting from a stroke and seizure. 

 For Janice Feenstra, sister of Lisa Habe, aunt of Jack [‘19] and Will [‘20] Habe who is undergoing treatment for 
cancer. 

 For Karen Wanders, mother of upper school Head of School, Jonathan Wanders, who is seriously ill.  
 For Betty Herten, aunt of Hope [‘13] and James [‘15] Herten, who is undergoing treatment for leukemia. 
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SCHEDULE  FOR  THE WEEK:  

 Sunday,  July 31: 
18th Week in Ordinary Time      10:00 AM 

 

 Monday,  August 1: 
St. Alphonsus Liguori 

             NO  MASS  

 Tuesday,  August 2:              NO  MASS  

 Wednesday,  August 3:        5:30 PM   [Eucharistic Chapel]  

 Thursday,  August 4: 
St. John Vianney 

       5:30 PM   [Eucharistic Chapel]  

 Friday,  August 5:        5:30 PM   [Eucharistic Chapel]  

 Saturday,  August 6: 
18th Week in Ordinary Time        5:00 PM       

 

 Sunday,  August 7: 
18th Week in Ordinary Time      10:00 AM 

 

UPCOMING  CHAPEL ACTIVITIES: 

 August 3 ------------------- Parent/Athlete Fall Information Night 6:00 PM 

 August 4 ------------------- Summer Bible Study 6:30 PM 

 August 6 ------------------- Blessing of College Students 5:00 PM 

 August 7 ------------------- Blessing of College Students 
The FEST   [Pastoral Life Center] 

10:00 AM 
Noon—10 PM 

 August 15 ------------------ Mass for the Feast of the Assumption 5:30 PM 

 August 16 ------------------ Faculty Retreat Day 
OLC Council Meeting 

8:30 AM 
6:15 PM—8:00 PM 

 August 18 ------------------ New Student Orientation  
Freshman Class Mass 

2:00 PM 
9:00 PM 

 August 19 ------------------ Freshman Morning Prayer Service 7:00 AM 

 August 22 ------------------ Opening of School Convocation 
Class Meetings 
 

9:30 AM 
Throughout the day 

FAITH EDUCATION — FALL OF 2016:  
It’s not too early to begin thinking of enrolling for Faith Education for this coming fall.  
Faith Education will begin on Sunday, September 11th.  Our Sessions go from 
8:45—9:45 AM, with the hope that our  children would then participate in our 
10:00 AM Family Mass.  Register your family for classes by contacting Patty in the Chapel Office 
[[440-473-3560].  If you have any questions, please call Patty in the chapel office.  Thank you for 
taking care of this important responsibility.   
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REFLECTION  ON  THE  THEME  FOR  THE  WEEK: 
In this part of the world we have a little cat-like animal — the skunk.   Its main defense against intruders 
and enemies is the ejection of a most terrible smell which lingers for days.   We also have porcupines 
whose defense is the ejection of very sharp needle-like quills that stick deeply into nosey dogs and 
persons who get too close.   Persons and most nations have defenses.  As we prepare for the Divine 
Intruder this week, we might get in touch with the various stinks and prickers with which we can keep 
others at a safe distance.   How do we keep God and the calls of Jesus far from our doors marked 
“Private, Keep Out”?   The great thing which is a comfort is that God is patient and waits for us to get 
tired of defensive spirituality. 

Our scripture readings for this 18th Week in 
Ordinary Time begin with a Book of Scripture which is 
very unknown to us — the Book of Ecclesiastes.  The 
title of this book means “Preacher” or “Spokesman” — 
or perhaps even the “voice of the 
assembly”.   “Qoheleth” is a common noun — not a 
personal name.  “Ecclesiastes” comes from the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew — a word which gives us the 
English word for “church-things” or things 
ecclesiastical.   This book fits into a larger group of 
writings called “Wisdom Literature” —  Proverbs, 
Song of Songs, Sirach, Wisdom,, to name of few — 
these books deal with life’s problems, ponderings and 
practices. 

Vanity or illusion is all there really as in life.   
Knowing many things or having great possessions, 
while good in themselves, actually avail humans of nothing [Ecclesiastes 1:2-3, 2:21-23].  Time and life 
go on while we are here and after.   Vanity is like smoke or wind — it all vanishes.   Nothing is of much 
value or importance.   One person can labor for a lifetime and when that person dies, the profits and 
accumulations might be given to one who did nothing to deserve it all. 

Qoheleth is a figure who represents the community’s voice expressing its wisdom.  Vanity for the 
writer is more like mist or smoke rather than the falseness of glamour.   The voice of the people is 
wondering about what life is really all about.   The wise and skilled person has to leave eventually all 
that knowledge has gained that person.   

A person labors, frets and sweats and for what?   As with mist and smoke, everything vanishes 
eventually.   These are words inspired by the communal voices of the human heart which desires solidity, 
permanence, and security.   For all the laboring, holding fast, nothing seems to last.  It does sound like 
the familiar saying, “Don’t sweat the small stuff and everything is the small stuff.”   These verses could 
encourage a selfish passivity, or a negative view of all efforts and relationships.   Skillful planning and 
hard work will eventually create something, but because it is a “some-thing” it will not last.  These 
words are not meant to be depressing;  rather they are a call to keep things in perspective.  It is God and 
who our worldly lives lead us to God that really matters. 

Luke’s Gospel too has words in a similar style [Luke 12:13-21].   Here’s the background.  Jesus is 
speaking to his disciples while a large crowd is listening in.   Jesus has hard words about their not living 
the ways of the Pharisees.   He tells them not to worry about their futures — that the Holy Spirit will be 
with them.   Right when Jesus is telling them about how they will be mistreated, a voice from the 
standing-around crowd pipes up with an absolutely self-centered question — a question that is opposite 
to what Jesus is saying. The interrupter wants the Prophet to adjudicate a family situation of inheritance. 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS: 
Jesus calls us to pray for one another.  Please keep all these people in your prayers 

       FOR THE  DECEASED: 

 For Mel DeJohn, wife of Deacon Ross DeJohn 

 For Father Ed Lajack. 

 For Samuel Fosu, father of Peter Ofosuhene, Holy Cross Candidate 

 For James Cermack, brother-in-law of former teacher, Flo Bonacci 

 For Sister Mary Jane Rohr, S.N.D. 

 For James Virant, grandfather of Noah [‘20] and former student, Gabe Virant. 

 For Dick Strelec 

 For Neil Haffey, father of Neil  [‘86] 

 For June Gajdos 

 For Leno Marini 

 For Peter DeOreo [‘64], brother of Gerald [‘59] and William [‘67] 

 For Dennis Calsin. 

 For Nah-Young Kim [‘99] 

 For Andrew Hammer [‘86], brother of Daniel [‘79], cousin of John [74], Timothy [‘75], Daniel [‘76], Peter [‘78],  
and Jessica [‘09] Hammer. 

 For Donna Polack, wife of Bill Polack. 

BRINGING   UP  THE  OFFERTORY  GIFTS: 
Would you and your family or group like to bring up the gifts at the offertory at 
Mass?  In the past, our Council people have invited people to bring up the gifts, and 
we have found that many — if not most — of you like to be asked.  But in using 
this method, we may be leaving people out, especially if it is done as a “last minute 
item”.  So, we are posting a sign-up sheet on the Easel in the narthex of the chapel.  
If you or your family or group would like to bring up the gifts on a certain Saturday or Sunday — 
or if you are open to doing this at any time — please call the chapel office [440-473-3560].  We look 
forward to opening this beautiful experience to all in our community. 

        PRAYERS FOR OTHERS: 

 For the victims of the recent shootings in the United States. 

 For all those on vacation. 

 For a person who lost their job 

 For an end to violence in our society. 

 For the families who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 

 For an end to human trafficking.. 

 For those who struggle with family relationships. 

 For a greater respect for human life, from the moment of conception until natural death. 

 For all caregivers. 

 For a special intention. 

 For all service men and women serving our country, and for their families. 
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SEEKING  WHAT  IS   ABOVE: 
The Scripture Readings for this 18th Week in Ordinary Time begin with a very famous passage from the 
Book of Ecclesiastes [1:2-3, 2:21-23].   What we don’t realize, however, is how this writing contradicts 
the writings of other sacred authors.  Those who composed our Hebrew Scriptures usually challenge 
Qoheleth’s belief that “All things are vanity!”   Knowing nothing of an afterlife as we know it, most of 
them looked upon wealth as God’s “here and now” reward for being good.   They believed that if you 
kept your nose clean — doing what God commanded — that God would grant you a long life and take 
good care of you during that life. 

Qoheleth, on the other hand, doesn’t see any sense in spending a lifetime acquiring wealth.   He’s 
observed that someone who hasn’t “labored over it” will eventually inherit it — “For what profit comes to 
someone from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he/she has labored under the sun?  All their 
days sorrow and grief is their occupation.” 

How are we supposed to deal with these biblical contradictions?   In some sense we’re invited to 
spend our money and take our pick.   The same theology doesn’t run from Genesis to Revelation.   Our 
ancestors in the faith were convinced that there are many implications — often contradictory implications 
— to our following the Lord or the risen Jesus.   The Scriptures they saved and collected provide us with a 
bunch of them.  

Yet at the same time, a common theme runs through all our sacred writings — people of faith are 
constantly trying to discover what God wants of them. 

In Luke’s Gospel, Luke’s Jesus tells us what God doesn’t want 
— a senseless accumulation of wealth Luke 12:13-21].   Following 
Qoheleth, Jesus warns his followers that the wealth they acquire here 
isn’t going to follow them into eternity.   If they’re smart, they’ll work 
at storing up real “treasure” — the things that matter to God, the 
things which are transferable from this life to the next. 

St. Paul in his letter to the Church at Colossae couldn’t agree 
more — “seek what is above where Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God.   Think what is above, not of what is on earth” [Colossians 3:1-11].   Paul is convinced that if 
we’ve died with Christ we’re already operating in the “above.”   That means that we must not only 
sidestep all the evils this earth offers, but also put on a “new self.”   We must actually become other 
Christs. 

Paul is convinced that the first step in this transformation is to recognize the risen Christ in everyone 
around us.   Quite a task!  Being human, we first have to overcome all the barriers this earth has built 
between one person and another. “There is not Greek and Jew,” Paul reminds us, “circumcision and 
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free, but Christ is all and in all.” 

No wonder there are different theologies in the Christian Scriptures — there’s simply no one way to 
recognize that divine dimension in everyone.   How do we prepare ourselves to experience that 
uniqueness?  It isn’t just a matter of telling our minds to do so.   It takes time to pull that off — it doesn’t 
happen instantly.   Different people are at different stages of that recognition.   The American Georgetown 
University Jesuits, for instance, were still owning and selling slaves in 1838, based on the belief that 
legitimate slaves — individuals created by God as slaves —  were “ontologically different” from non-
slaves.   It took another generation and then some for all Christians to realize that theology didn’t hold 
water. 

Today some still struggle with recognizing the risen Jesus in gays, lesbians and transgendered 
persons.   Add that to the perennial problem — recognizing God in women.   The world of pornography is 
alive and well.    We’ve obviously got a long way to go — and a lot of contradictions still to explore. 

—taken from the writings of Father Roger Karban, which appear on the internet  
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CLEAN OUT THOSE CLOSETS AND SERVE OTHERS: 
Summer is here — and fall is approaching.  It is another time to once again clean out 
the closets.  Clothing that no longer fits, or has been replaced by new items, can 
become great items for others.  Always remember the words of Jesus: “The poor you 
shall always have with you” [Matthew 26:11].  Please continue to bring your gently used men’s, women’s 
and children’s clothing to the Lennon Board Room, or place it in the cedar chest which is located in the 
Chapel narthex  [just press the key button to open the chest].  We partner with Fatima Center to help 
provide clothing for general use.  Also, business work clothing for this season is especially needed.  The 
Fatima Center helps men and women prepare for job interviews.   If you have some of these items, 
this would be a good time to send them along.  Clothing for all seasons is accepted, but please try to keep 
in mind that storage facilities are limited at Fatima — so it would help if you could focus on summer and 
fall items at this time.  You may pick up a tax form when you drop off the clothing here at Our Lady 
Chapel — there are forms in the cedar chest. Clothing may be brought on the weekend, or during the 
week.   Thank you.  If you have any questions, please contact Patty in the chapel office [440-473-3560]. 

Jesus brings the person up short with a few well-aimed words, but he then takes the opportunity to 
spin a parable for him, the crowd, the disciples — and for us. 

My father, through hard work and skilled abilities, had quite a good amount of money in his 
advanced years — stocks, and personal possessions.   He had grown up during the Great Depression of 
the ‘30’s.   His father, who was a doctor, had died in the Spanish Flu epidemic when my father was four 
years old.    He never forgot his roots and reminded us that we all came from those same needy roots. 

One evening when my mother and we six adult siblings were in the living room, my father began 
talking of families who had become divided in relationships with each other in the dividing of 
inheritances.  We knew that it was his own mother’s family to which he was referring.   After much talk, 
he stood up and went to the end of the room and said he was now ready to make a video recording to be 
played after his death.   There was no camera of course — he was doing what he loved to do.   He was 
teaching us in a parable about greed and what’s important.   I wish now there had been a camera. 

We all got quiet as he began:  “Thank you all for coming to this inheritance presentation.   I want to 
thank you all for being a loving family and treating me in the way to which I had become accustomed.   I 
want to tell you what I have decided is important and is the most precious thing I can leave you.   My dear 
family, I came into this world without anything, and I left it in the exact same way.   Thank you and see 
you all on the other side.”   Actually, he left the family not only this good advice, but many material gifts 
as well.   In his real legal Will, he had it stated, that if any of the money or possessions led to any division 
within the family, the whole inheritance was to be collected and given to charity. 

Well after his performance, we all laughed, applauded and learned again something he wanted us to 
know and which Jesus is teaching in Luke’s Gospel.  

It is not exactly what we possess, but rather what possesses us.   We can express our identities by 
what we drive or the clothes we wear, but they are an expression of and not our true identities.   The 
person in Luke’s Gospel says to himself that now he can take his rest.   This is his second big mistake. 
The first is that he conveniently forgot where his harvest came from.   Resting for him means that he will 
not have to plant again, not have to rely on the lands again, and not have to realize his dependence on 
God.   Rich in the things of this world depends upon how we look at them. Everything has God’s creative 
fingerprints on them and when we miss that truth we fingerpress them as what makes us rich. As has been 
said:  “What we ultimately take with us is all that we have shared. 

I delight to hear the very young children defiantly announce — and often, the second word they 
learn is “mine!!!!!”   All parents know the first defiant word which initiates their active vocabulary.   The 
“fool” of this parable lived those words and apparently suffered the consequence.   

— taken from the writings of  Father Larry Gillick, S.J., which appear on the internet 
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WORK  AS  GOD’S  GIFT: 
Three laborers were dragging massive stones.   The first was asked by a reporter what he 
was doing.   The reply was terse: “I’m dragging a big stone and it’s breaking my back.”   
The reporter put the same query to the second person.   His reply was: “I’m helping to 
build a wall and I need your help right now.”   The journalist politely declined.   He 
moved on to ask the third man.   He replied with a smile: “Sir, I’m building a cathedral 
for God.”   We are living out our own lives in an epoch in which work has fallen on hard 
days.   It was said of a USA town where they assemble autos: “Never buy a car built 
there on Fridays or Mondays.”   On Friday, serious drinking began to salute the opening of the weekend.   
On Monday, many of the workers — if they came at all — were nursing hangovers.   They kept their eyes 
open with toothpicks. The owners finally closed the plant.  

A few years back, I was a chaplain with college students.   Many of the students matched the work 
habits and life style of the above auto “craftsmen.”  Thursday evening began party hearty time on campus.   
Their weekends were “Missing in Action”.   Unhappily these work habits touch just about every industry 
and college in our country.   We are talking about a national — and, I suspect, an international problem.   
Is this not why so many United States citizens look for products made in Japan?   I went car hunting.   The 
first point the salesman made without my query was: “I can tell you, Padre, this car was made in Japan 
from start to finish and I have the papers to prove it.”    

As Catholics, we have to examine our attitude to work.   Are we working for the food which lasts 
and which gives eternal life as John today suggests?   Or are we part of the problem?   Are we giving a 
fair day’s work for a fair day's pay?   Are we as careful about our job responsibilities as we are about our 
salary?   If negative, we are sinning against justice.   And we are talking about confessional matter.   God 
has given each one of us a task and role to do.   Set. John Newman said:  “God has created me to do Him 
a definite service.   He has committed a work to me which He has not committed to another.   I have my 
mission.”   It can be as lofty as a president of a company or as humble as this scribbler.  Whatever it be, it 
is our vocation.  

Do we look upon this assignment as an onus or a privilege? Stalter sums up this thought well:  “No 
matter what my daily chores might be to earn my livelihood, still may I see the real position that I hold is 
bringing others to the Master’s fold.”  So, as the proverb advises, in a world that couldn’t care less, 
Christians should care more.   Was not this the motivation that prompted the founding of the Young 
Christian Workers among miners in Belgium by Joseph Cardijn in the 1930’s?   Its counterpart was begun 
in France among students.   Not surprisingly, it was called the Young Christian Students.   Both 
movements were lauded by Pope Pius XI.  The YCW and the YCS have fallen largely into disfavor.   And 
yet there was never a period when we need them more.   Perhaps a resurrection is in order for both groups.   
We need such groups to remind us of Robert Gibson’s advice that we should shine like stars in a dark 
world and that we are keyholes through which others can see God.   Why Be Catholic? by Rohr and 
Martos bring the same thought to the subject under discussion.  They write: “Living the Bible does not 
mean memorizing Bible passages or attending prayer meetings any more than it means memorizing the 
catechism.  It doesn’t mean having the answer and going to church, but living the answer and being the 
Church.”   The ideal attitude to our work must be: “God, where shall I work today?   Then He pointed me 
out a tiny garden and said: ‘Tend that for me.’ ”   And, if our garden proves to be a bust, think of this 
thought from Dorothy Day: “Jesus met with apparent failure on the cross.   But unless the seed fall into 
the earth and die, there is no harvest.   And why must we see results?   Our work is to sow.   Another 
generation will be reaping the harvest.”   The monk said: “We’re not meant to do great things for God, but 
we are meant to do small things with great love.”   The composer JS Bach began and ended all his 
compositions with prayer.   We know the result.   Should we copy his style? 

—taken from the writings of Father James Gilhooley which appear on the internet 
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LIVE  LIFE: 
 It is our choices that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities. 

EUCHARISTIC  MINISTERS: 
We are currently discerning a new group of Eucharistic Ministers who would undergo training 
within the next month.  If you feel that the Lord is calling you to this ministry, we would be 
delighted to include you in that ministry here at Our Lady Chapel.  Both adults and teens [must 
be going into Senior year of High School] are welcome to participate in this very special ministry.  We are 
need of ministers for both our Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses.  Contact Father John or the 
chapel office [440-473-3560] if you feel called to this ministry.   We are always in need of 
Eucharistic Ministers. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

Monday: Jeremiah 28:1-17,  Matthew 14:13-21 

Tuesday: Jeremiah 30:1-22,  Matthew 14:22-36 

Wednesday: Jeremiah 31:1-7,  Matthew 15:21-28 

Thursday: Jeremiah 31:31-34,  Matthew 16:13-23 

Friday: Nahum 2:1-7,  Matthew 16:24-28 

Saturday: Daniel 7:9-14,  2 Peter 1:16-19,  Luke 9:28-36 

 Wisdom 18:6-9,  Hebrews 11:1-19,  Luke 12:32-48 

  

19th Week in Ordinary Time:   

Religiously, our faith and our churches need to offer us an understanding of the human person that 
gives us the insights and the disciplines —  discipleship — to enable us to live out our uniqueness and our 
specialness, even as we make peace with our own mortality, our limitations, our frustrations, our anonym-
ity, and create space for the uniqueness and specialness of everyone else’s life.   In essence, religion has to 
give us the tools to healthily access the divine fire inside us and act healthily on the talents and gifts God 
has graced us with, but with the concomitant discipline to humbly acknowledge that these gifts are not our 
own, that they come from God, and that all we are and achieve is God’s grace. Only then will we not be 
killed by failure and inflated by success. 

The task in life, Robert Lax suggests, is not so much finding a path in the woods as of finding a 
rhythm to walk in.                          —taken from the writings Father Ronald Rolheiser, O.M.I., which appear on the internet. 

AMAZON.COM: 
Please remember that when you want to buy something from Amazon.com, you 
need to first go to www.ourladychapel.org and click on the Amazon logo at the 
bottom of the home page!  Because of this simple step — and at no cost to the 
purchaser — Our Lady Chapel receives a percentage of all purchases that are 
made from Amazon.com.  Ever since we have begun this program, we have consistently been receiving 
significant checks from Amazon that  are being credited to help pay for chapel expenses.  This affinity 
program remains in effect throughout the year, so we ask everyone to continue to remember to start your 
purchases at Amazon on the Our Lady Chapel home page!  Thank you. 

http://www.ourladychapel.org
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STRUGGLING  WITH  GRADIOSITY: 
We live in a world wherein most everything over-stimulates our grandiosity — even as we are handed 
less and less tools to deal with that.  Several years ago, Robert L. Moore wrote a very significant book 
entitled, Facing the Dragon.   The dragon that most threatens us, he believes, is the dragon of our own 
grandiosity — that sense inside us that has us believe that we are singularly special and destined for great-
ness.   This condition besets us all.  Simply put, each of us — all seven billion of us on this planet — can-
not help but feel that we are the center of the universe.   And, given that this is mostly unacknowledged 
and we are generally ill-equipped to deal with it, this makes for a scary 
situation.   This isn’t a recipe for peace and harmony, but for jealousy 
and conflict. 

And yet this condition isn’t our fault — nor is it in itself a moral 
flaw in our nature.   Our grandiosity comes from the way God made us.   
We are made in the image and likeness of God.  This is the most funda-
mental, dogmatic truth inside the Judaea-Christian understanding of the 
human person.   However it is not to be conceived simplistically — as 
some beautiful icon stamped inside our souls.   Rather it needs to be con-
ceived of in this way: God is fire, infinite fire, an energy that is relent-
lessly seeking to embrace and infuse all of creation.   And that fire is 
inside of us, creating in us a feeling of godliness, an intuition that we too 
have divine energies, and a pressure to be singularly special and to 
achieve some form of greatness. 

In a manner of speaking, to be made in the image and likeness of God is to have a micro-chip of 
divinity inside us.  This constitutes our greatest dignity but also creates our biggest problems.  The infinite 
does not sit calmly inside the finite.   Because we have divine energy inside us we do not make easy peace 
with this world, and our longings and desires are grandiose.  Not only do we live in that perpetual disquiet 
that Augustine highlighted in his famous dictum: “You have made us for yourself, Lord, and our hearts 
are restless until they rest in you!” but this innate grandiosity has us forever nursing the belief that we are 
special, uniquely-destined, and born to somehow stand out and be recognized and acknowledged for our 
specialness. 

And so all of us are driven outwards by a divine gene to somehow make a statement with our lives 
— to somehow create a personal immortality, and to somehow create some artifact of specialness that the 
whole world has to take note of.   This isn’t an abstract concept — it’s utterly earthy.   The evidence for 
this is seen in every newscast, in every bombing, in every dare-devil stunt, and in every situation where 
someone seeks to stand out.   It’s seen too in the universal hunger for fame, in the longing to be known, 
and in the need to be recognized as unique and special. 

We must be given the tools to understand our own life — admittedly as unique and special — but 
still as one life among millions of other unique and special lives.   But this grandiosity, of itself, isn’t our 
fault, nor is it necessarily a moral flaw.   It comes from the way we are made — ironically from what is 
highest and best in us.   The problem is that, today, we generally aren’t given the tools to grapple with it 
generatively. More and more, we live in a world within which, for countless reasons, our grandiosity is 
being over-stimulated, even as this is not being recognized and even as we are being given less-and-less 
the religious and psychological tools with which to handle that.   What are these tools? 

Psychologically, we need images of the human person that allow us to understand ourselves healthi-
ly but in ways that include an acceptance of our limitations, our frustrations, our anonymity, and the fact 
that our lives must make gracious space for everyone else’s life.   Psychologically, we must be given the 
tools to understand our own life, admittedly as unique and special, but still as one life among millions of 
other unique and special lives. Psychologically, we need better tools for handling our grandiosity. 
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LIVING THE GOSPEL IN THE FACE OF CONSUMERISM: 
In Luke’s Gospel [12:13-21], Jesus refuses to arbitrate a dispute between brothers over their inheritance.  
Rather, he uses the occasion to warn against greed and making an idol out of possessions.   He then 
reinforces his point with a striking parable.   A rich man who had a bountiful harvest decides to build 
bigger barns, and now secure for many years, he can rest, eat, drink and be merry.    But God said: “You 
fool, this night your life will be demanded of you.”    Jesus adds this will be 
the fate of those “who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what 
matters to God.” 

What we have to realize here is that Jesus is not condemning abundant 
wealth.  Rather he is questioning how we manage our possessions and, more 
radically, what attitude we take toward material goods.    Jesus explicitly 
warns against greed or avarice, one of the seven deadly sins, which involves 
an excessive love of possessions while forgetting our complete dependence 
on God — our ultimate Source of security.   Our temptations to greed are 
intensified by the messages propagated by consumerism: personal worth is 
dependent on possessions; happiness flows from wealth; affluent persons are 
morally superior to poor people.  Furthermore, consumerism blinds us to what we really want as opposed 
to false desires created by advertising — for example, having things seems more important than forming 
healthy relationships. 

We can think of individuals who have found ways to overcome avarice and resist consumerism.  A 
collegian from a wealthy family went out of his way to befriend less affluent students.  A high school 
religion teacher included a section on false advertising in his social justice course which was designed to 
get students to think critically about how the electronic media can influence their fundamental 
attitudes.   A religious sister started living her vow of poverty as an explicit countercultural response to 
consumerism.   A woman executive refused a lucrative promotion so she could have more time for family 
and friends.  

What is the most important step that you could take to avoid greed and rise above consumerism? 
 —taken from the writings of Father Jim Bacik which appear on the internet 

SERVING  THE  LORD  IN  THE  POOR: 
For the past year, our teens have been volunteering at Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Food Pantry [located r ight across the street from the chapel].  The Pantry is 
open on the third Saturday of every month from 11:00 AM – 1:30 or 2:00 PM.   Our  
Savior Lutheran’s Food Pantry was formed to serve those in emergency situations and/or with on-going 
need in the cities of Mayfield Heights, Mayfield Village, Highland Heights and Gates Mills.  The Food 
Pantry respects social and cultural diversity and upholds the worth and dignity of those it serves.   All 
those in the area with need will be served equally, as supplies allow.  The food pantry is a member of the 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank.  During the course of the past year, the food pantry at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church served an average of 141 households each time.   Our teens have loved this ministry and have 
been very faithful to it.  We would now like to open this ministry up to our entire Chapel Community.  If 
you would like to help on any given third Saturday, please call Patty at the chapel office [440-473-
3560] to let us know that you are going to volunteer, or email Elina Gurney at 
gurney.oh@gmail.com.   Come as a family or  by yourself .   

WISDOM: 
I don’t want to get to the end of my life and find that I lived just the length of it.   I want to have lived the 
width of it as well.                                                                                      —Diane Ackerman 
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LIVING  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE: 
The person in Luke’s Gospel [Luke 12:13-21] who asks Jesus to arbitrate in his claim against his brother 
to give him his share of the inheritance sounds a bit like the Prodigal Son in the parable [Luke 15:1-32] 
we know so well.  Both the rich man and the Prodigal Son seem to want to exercise their independence 
and to go their own way apart from their families.   Probably in this case the two sons had inherited their 
father’s farm, and instead of dividing it, they were working it together — at least until one was 
dissatisfied with his lot and wanted out, so he could do his own thing.   He probably thought that if his 
brother bought him out he could invest his money better elsewhere. 

Jesus does not enter into the matter;  instead Jesus goes to the root of this man’s motivation which is 
greed or avarice.   Jesus points out that wealth does not bring security.   At the heart of Jesus’ teaching has 
always been the idea that our true fulfilment can only be found in heaven, and that we must realize that 
this world is transitory, and that while we are in it, we should be doing all we can to secure our place in 
eternity. 

Jesus underlines this point by telling the people a parable 
about a rich man who built huge barns in which to store all his 
wealth, and then he decided to take things easy and have a good 
time — thinking to himself that he had made it in life — not 
knowing that his soul would be demanded by God that very 
night. 

Again and again in the Gospels we see that people’s 
attitudes are at the heart of Jesus’ concern.   If the man in the 
parable had been thanking God for his wealth — and had taken 
some steps to share his good fortune with those in need — then it would have been a very different story.   
Instead this man focusses his energy on acquiring wealth and storing it up for himself in order that he will 
have security for the future — enabling him to live a life of leisure.   He gives no thought to God or to his 
less fortunate neighbor.  However, the purpose of our lives is to become rich in God’s sight — it is not to 
acquire wealth so that we can indulge ourselves and become independent of everyone else. 

And God’s values are completely different to the values of this world.   He desires things like 
justice, peace, charity, love, patience, sharing, faith, hope and so on.   These are contrary to the things that 
the world teaches are important such as independence, wealth, luxury, leisure, power, etc.    The Christian 
is someone who has made adjustments in his life. The Christian has realized that the values of this world 
are transitory and knows that they cannot bring true fulfilment.   Christians place their trust in the things 
of God and they understand well that true fulfilment consists in embracing the heavenly virtues such as 
truth, humility, honesty, patience, kindness and so on.  The true Christian knows that it is only by 
cultivating these virtues that we will reach heaven. 

This is what the author of the Book of Ecclesiastes is referring to when the Prophet declares that all 
is vanity [Ecclesiastes 1:2-3, 2:21-23].   From the dictionary, we define vanity as an excessive belief in 
one’s own beauty or personal ability; but it also means whatever is vain, empty, or valueless and it is this 
that the Prophet intends it to mean.  We are being told that we should not place value in anything material 
since ultimately all material things will pass away and therefore cannot bring us lasting security or peace.   
It is only the spiritual things which are eternal, and therefore it is these in which we should place our trust.  
Transitory, material things can never be trusted to last.   Only those things which find their origin in 
heaven can ever be truly lasting, and so it is in these that we should place our trust. 

Of course, there is a tremendous silver lining here because by adopting the virtues as our rule of life 
we become much better and more attractive people — we become people whom others look up to and 
admire.  Whatever the side benefits, the main point is that our goal should be acquiring virtue and so 
aiming to become the kind of person that God wants us to be.   By making ourselves acceptable in the 
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LIFETEEN  and  EDGE  BIBLE  STUDY — AUGUST  4:  
Once again this summer, we are gathering at various summertime places to do 
our Bible Study.  High School and Middle School [6-7-8] Students, as well as 
our College Students and Adults who are in the area for the summer will come 
together to be enriched by God’s word.  It’s a great time, and a good witness of our faith to others.  Adults 
are also welcome.  Our next gathering of the summer will take place at the home of Sylvia and 
Stephanie Leonor [29300 Shaker Blvd].  It will be a swim party.  Boys are asked to bring fruits and 
vegies; girls will bring deserts.  The date is Thursday, August 4th at 6:30 PM.   It is amazing to see 
people come up to us — or look over at us — and ask what we are doing.    When they find out that we 
are doing a Bible Study,  they are moved.   For this session, we will be examining the “comeback” 
sayings of Jesus.  Think about how often, Jesus was put to the “test”, and his answers stymied those 
who challenged him.  This will be our final Bible Study of this summer.   Mark your  calendars and 
be part of this wonderful summertime activity.   

rather than cloaked in silk and velvet.   Francis’ action was prophetic, a radical action to help us recognize 
the entanglements of what the world calls success.   A doctor is successful not if he or she has a 
prosperous practice, but if he or she becomes the healing hands of Christ for the sick.  

A lawyer is successful not if he or she is part of a profitable firm, but if he or she uses learning, 
knowledge and talent to protect people and the community, to do good for people and the community, or, 
simply, to be just.   Many times an incorrect view of success is based on honors and titles.   Is a priest a 
success if he becomes a Monsignor or a Bishop?   Monsignor Guido Sarducci from the old Saturday Night 
Live boasted that it was really important for him to become a Monsignor because he could get a better cut 
of veal in Rome.   No, success is not measured by titles.   A priest is on the road to success if he can draw 
closer to God each day of his life while he also draws those he serves to join him on the journey to God. 
How can we determine if a marriage is successful?   Certainly, longevity does not determine the success 
of a marriage.  

A marriage is successful if the man and woman are better and more loving people because of the 
marriage.   The sacrament of marriage is celebrated when the husband and wife become the means of 
salvation for each other.   How about parenting?   What are the signs that people are good parents?   
Success in parenting is certainly not based on what your kids have, but who your kids are.   For example, 
many of you parents have begun shopping for school clothes.   Perhaps, some of you are shopping at 
Walmart or Target.   Perhaps some of you are shopping at Macys or Nordstroms.   The cost of the clothes 
that you put on your children has nothing to do with the success of your parenting.  

The success of your parenting is evidenced in the decisions your children make throughout their 
lives.   Many of our young people are going off to college determined to use their abilities to better the 
world.   Their parents raised them well.   The concept of success accepted by most in society is a fallacy.   
Success is not predicated on what we have, what honors we receive, what jobs we hold, etc.   Success is 
predicated on how each of us is becoming more and more the reflection of God we were created to be. 
Success is predicated on our ability to assume the person of Jesus Christ.   St. Paul says to the Church at 
Colossae that our lives are hidden with Christ in God in such a way that when Christ appears we appear. 
The personality of a Christian is so entwined with the person of Jesus Christ that Christ and the Christian, 
Christ in the Christian, must be one. That is success.   Success is not a present reality — it is a goal, the 
goal of Christian life.   The goal is reached — the life is successful — when every aspect of life reflects 
the person of Jesus Christ. That is success. All else is vanity.  

—taken from the writings for Father Joseph Pellegrino, which appear on the internet. 

A  PROVERB: 
Those who are foolish seek happiness in the distance; those who are wise grow it under their feet.     
                                                                                                                                                             —J. Robert Oppenheimer 
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SUCCESS: 
The Scripture Readings for this 18th Week in Ordinary Time begin with Ecclesiastes' diatribe against 
those whose lives revolve around meaningless goals.  “Vanity of Vanities,” the Preacher, Qoheleth, says, 
“All things are vanity.”   People work hard for things that pass away.   It is all in vain.   In Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus tells a parable about a farmer whose goal is to be rich, and when he has far more than he needs, he 
merely stores what he has, and dies that very night [Luke 12:13-21].  “Seek that which is above,” Paul 
tells the church at Colossae.  Then he lists some of the things that hold us back in our seeking God — 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, greed and lying [Colossians 3:1-11].   The readings ask us to 
consider our priorities in life.   What is it for which we work so hard?   Certainly, we need to work hard to 
provide for our families.  That is important.   But what is the priority there?   Why do we work hard for 
our families?   What is it that we are so determined to 
provide?   We want a decent home.   We want food and care 
for all in that home.   We want to provide for the children’s 
future and our futures.   Why?   Why do we want all these 
things?   I am sure you will agree that the basic goal we have 
is to allow the children to be raised in a house full of love — 
true love, the sacrificial love of the Lord.   That has to be our 
basic goal for ourselves too: we have to grow in the love of 
the Lord, expressed in the way accorded to our vocation in 
life — single, married, religious, or ordained.   The problem 
is that we often forget our priorities in life and put all our 
energy on attaining those things that really are not lasting 
goals. 

 So we work so hard for something that we always 
wanted.   Once we have it, we enjoy it for a while, and then we work hard for the next thing.   We often 
work in vain.   What is a successful life?  Is a person’s life successful if he or she is making a good 
salary?  There’s a story about a grandmother who pulled out pictures of her three grandchildren — all 
under two.  She showed the pictures to a friend saying: “That one’s the rich doctor, that one’s the rich 
lawyer, and that one’s the chairman of the board of a large corporation.”   Is success predicated on salary?   
That is the way that most people calculate success.   But are they correct?   How about marriage?   What 
makes a marriage successful?   Is a marriage successful because a woman and a man have been together 
for twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty years and have avoided both divorce and homicide?   Marriage 
anniversaries are important, but do they point to the success of a marriage — or only to its longevity?   
Scripture forces us to take a closer look at the whole concept of success.   Luke’s Gospel tells us the story 
of a man who is convinced that he is a success because he is a rich farmer.  

What should the man do now that he has succeeded in harvesting more grain than he can store?   
Build another silo, of course.  The basis of his success is his grain.   When he suddenly dies, his success 
remains here, and he goes on to God empty handed.  There is a reason why you never find a luggage rack 
on the roof of a hearse.  The whole mind-set that success is predicated on salary is based on a fallacy that 
was very clear to Quoheleth, the author of Ecclesiastes.  The name Qoheleth means “Preacher”.   This 
book from the Hebrew Scriptures is a very insightful and difficult book — “Vanity of vanities,” says 
Qoheleth, “All is vanity.”    

There is a fantastic book of meditations on St. Francis of Assisi written by James Cowan — a lay 
novelist, who spent some time in Assisi trying to understand Francis.   You are all well aware that Francis 
gave up all his worldly possessions as a radical prophetic action.   Cowan writes that Francis recognized 
that wealth, family, social position and profession confined him in a web of relationships that made it 
impossible to define himself as a fully human being in the image of Christ.   His prophetic action of 
stripping off his rich clothes in the square in Assisi was a sign that the inner person had to be exposed 
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sight of the Lord, we will find that in due time the gates of heaven will swing open for us and we will find 
ourselves welcome citizens in the Kingdom of God. 

But vulnerability is at the core of our struggle.  Having money in the bank put aside for a rainy day 
makes us feel secure.  Owning our own home would in a similar way make us feel safe.   We might 
hesitate to live without these props because we feel that we could risk disaster — we would feel that we 
were living life without being insured. 

This is where the doctrine of Divine Providence comes in.   The refrain of the saints is always this — 
God will provide.   The bottom line of our faith should be complete trust in a God who will not let his 
little ones falter.   If we take risks for our faith, God will not pour money in our laps, but he will ensure 
that we are safe.  This is what we mean by Divine Providence — that God will give us our daily bread — 
that he will in fact provide for our needs.  The great saints understood this and made tremendous 
sacrifices knowing that God would keep them from harm.   We are not all saints and we feel the weight of 
our responsibilities — especially if we have children or other dependents to look after.   But we should 
remember that our greatest gift to them should not simply be material security but rather the correct 
attitude to adopt in life.                     —taken from the writings of Father Alex McAllister, 

ONLY  PURPOSE  OF  SPIRITUAL  LIFE: 
A brother said to an old man:  “There are two brothers.  One of them stays in his 
cell quietly fasting for six days at a time, and imposing on himself a good deal of 
discipline;  the other brother serves the sick.   Which one of them is more ac-
ceptable to God?”   The old man replied:  “Even if the brother who fasts six days 
were to hang himself by the nose, he could not equal the one who serves the 
sick.” 

What are we hearing here? The question is clear: When it’s all over — 
when we have said our last rosary, made our final trip to church, made our last 
private retreat, fasted every day of our last Lent, and hung by our nose from the 
steeple of the church as a sign of our eternal commitment to God — will it have been enough to qualify us 
as saintly? 

Only, the old man says, if we have spent our lives taking care of those who could not take care of 
themselves.   Why?   Because this is the Word that most echoes the life of Jesus, and upon which the mo-
nastic life is built.   The Desert Monastics follow the Jesus who walks from Galilee to Jerusalem curing 
the sick, raising the dead, and contesting with those along the way who would say that keeping the Law is 
greater than addressing the needs of the people. 

But who are they?  They are the old woman across the street too weak to cook her own dinner; the 
child with no family at home to take care of her after school; the mother whose son is in jail for murder; 
the cold who live on the streets during the winter; the poor women in jail who have no money to get a law-
yer; the ill; the abandoned; the lonely; the destitute — anyone who needs us over and over again because 
there is no one else there to care for them.   That, the old man says, is holiness.   It is that holiness that 
ought to be the fruit of all our religious practices.  And it cannot be substituted for by “playing holy” for 
all to see while living only for ourselves. 

“Abba, give us a Word,” the disciples cry.   And the Word that comes back is this one:  Don’t think 
that the spiritual life is about the self.  It is a hard Word.  But it is the only Word that counts. 

The fact is that the only purpose of the spiritual life, the Desert Monastics tell us to this day, is to 
begin to see the world as God sees the world.   It is about becoming the self that sees life through the eyes 
of Jesus, and then, like Jesus, bends to become the miracle the world awaits.  

—taken from the writings of Sister Joan Chittister, O.S.B., which appear on the internet 

GOOD ADVICE: 
Don’t follow fickle feelings;  follow God  
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I STARTED PRAYING WITH MARY, AND THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED: 
For a long time I faked having a relationship with Mary.   Even after I had a relationship with God, and 
leadership roles at my parish, I just didn’t give it much thought.   I didn’t even know how to correctly say 
the rosary until after I did some mission work in college.   So many women in my life had told me about 
their incredible devotion to Our Lady — I just didn’t get it.   I thought maybe Mary picked favorites — 
that some people could have a relationship with her and some people just didn’t make the cut.   I figured I 
would just keep praying the same way I always had, and if Mary wanted to pick me, she would.   

I did the consecration to Jesus through Mary for the first time my sophomore year of college.   Even 
then, nothing really seemed to click for me.   I posted a photo at the end of it that made me look “super 
cool” and Marian-grace-filled, but in reality I didn’t feel like anything had changed.   My roommate had 
an incredible relationship with Mary — and that added to the mystery surrounding Our Blessed Mother 
for me.   I wanted the relationship my roommate had, but had no idea how to get there. 

After many rosaries, consecrations, and discussions, it ended up being the Holy Spirit who led me to 
Mary.   Go figure.   I was in the chapel after a particularly frustrating few months in my relationship with 
the Lord.   I had tried so many times to give my life to Him — to surrender 
everything.  Yet, I still found myself holding on, and I was tired of always 
being back at the same point.  It was in this moment of weakness, frustration, 
and disappointment that Mary broke through my defenses.   I understood that 
I couldn’t just give everything to God — I was too weak.   But Mary gently 
took everything I was holding so tightly to, and directed me towards Jesus.   
Her comforting, motherly presence led me to have peace in surrender.   
Finally, I understood why my friends relied so heavily on their relationship 
with Mary.   I realized that giving my life to Christ on my own was too much 
for my little soul, and that the only way to grow closer to Him was to let Mary 
— my gentle mother — guide me there.   That was when I realized how much 
I need Mary, and the role she plays in my salvation even today — years after 
her “yes” to the angel. 

God can come to us without Mary — He doesn’t need anything extra to 
encounter and love us.   But sometimes, our human hearts need help.  That’s where Mary comes in.  Jesus 
told John, the beloved disciple: “behold your mother” [John 19:26].  In that moment, Jesus was giving all 
of us a gift — a heavenly mother to watch over us and lead us to Him.   She takes all of our failures and 
faults and presents them to Jesus like flowers and trophies.   She intercedes for us and pleads for the grace 
that we need to move forward in our journey to sainthood.   Mary joins the angels in protecting us from 
the evil one, and as the spouse of the Spirit bestows special graces upon even the littlest of her children. 

My relationship with Mary continues to ebb and flow — just like any other relationship.   But, I 
know that she is fighting for me, protecting me, guiding me, and loving me — even when I fall short or 
get lazy.   However, I have found that even the simplest of prayers is heard by the Blessed Virgin.  One of 
the most beautiful prayers we can say to ask Mary to help us is the “Memorare.”   A priest recently gave 
me a copy in confession one time, and I keep it in my car for particularly long red lights, and when I begin 
and end my workday. The “Memorare” goes like this: 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 
protection, implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother.  To thee do I come, before thee I stand, 
sinful and sorrowful.   O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy 
hear and answer me.  Amen. 

Not only is the “Memorare” simple, but it’s also incredibly powerful — it’s an easy way to start 
incorporating Momma Mary into your life. 

It’s especially hard for me to pick up my rosary, but also incredibly important.   St. Louis de 
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LIFE  TEEN: 
Thanks to all who held our Teens in prayer throughout last week as we attended the 
LifeTeen Leadership Conference/Retreat.  Our LifeTeen regular meetings will 
begin  again on Sunday, August 28th.  Normally we meet right after Sunday Mass — 
from 11:30 AM—1:00 PM in the Lennon Board Room.  Life Teen is open to all high 
school aged young people.  Just call the office and let us know that you are going to be coming.  We 
ask you to do this because there will be food involved.   We have a great deal of fun together and we grow 
in our faith at the same time.  Our LifeTeen Group has a Faith-Service-Social component, and we look 
forward to your participation.  Respond to your texts and/or emails, or call the chapel office [440-473-
3560] to be notified.   Join us for  Our Summer Bible Study [see article on the bottom of page 13 of 
this bulletin].  Our next session of Summer Bible Study will take place on Thursday, August 4

th
.  

Please join us for a wonderful experience.  Please continue to remember all our teens and young people in 
your prayers.   

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  YOUTH  GROUP  —  THE  EDGE: 
Our EDGE regular meetings will begin again in August.  Normally we meet r ight 
after Sunday Mass — from 11:30 AM—1:00 PM in the Lennon Board Room.  Come 
and try us out.  Our EDGE program is open to all middle school aged young people 
[Grades 6-7-8].    Come and find out what the EDGE is all about.  If you have not 
joined us before, that’s OK.  Just call the office and let us know that you are going to be coming.  We ask 
you to do this because there will be food involved.   Our EDGE Youth Group has a Faith-Service-Social 
component, and we look forward to your participation.  All are welcome.    Join us for Our Summer Bible 
Study [see article on the bottom of page 13 of this bulletin].  Our next session of Summer Bible 
Study will take place on Thursday, August 4th.    Please join us for a wonderful experience.  Please 
continue to remember all our teens and young people in your prayers.   

ALTAR  SERVERS  and  LECTORS: 
We continue to be in need of servers and lectors.  Any student who is in the 3rd [and up] grade is 

invited to become an altar server;  any student who is in the 5th [and up] grade 
is invited to become a lector.  These are both wonder ful ministr ies — a great 
way to serve God and the faith community.  If you would like to take advantage of 
these opportunities, please give your name to Father John.  You do not have to attend 
Gilmour to be an altar server, lector, or to be involved in any other ministry at Our Lady 

Chapel.  Please call the chapel office [440-473-3560]. 

Montfort says: “It would hardly be possible for me to put into words how much Our Lady thinks of the 
Holy Rosary, and of how she vastly prefers it to all other devotions.” In another place he says: “The 
Rosary is the most powerful weapon to touch the Heart of Jesus, Our Redeemer, who loves His Mother.”   
Recitation of the Rosary with sincere love has great power to restore us and pull us close to the heart of 
Jesus.   I found that carrying my rosary with me throughout the day led me to pray it more often.   I 
encourage you to keep a rosary on you as often as you have your cell phone, you’ll be amazed at how 
often you begin to pray it. 

Lastly, find the heart of Mary in scripture.   Though she says little, her words mean much.  She is 
constant in her trust in the Lord, and perfect in her surrender.  Mary gives us an example of the perfect 
disciple. 

Mary doesn’t pick favorites — she is here for all of us as a gift from the Lord.   I encourage you to 
persevere in your relationship with Mary — even when you feel forgotten or left out.   Mary has a love 
and heart for you because she knows how much Jesus yearns for you.   Let your mother help you — she’s 
just waiting for you to ask.                                             —taken from the writings of Sarah McMahon, a youth minister. 


